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Randall  E.  Wiley 

LSCC  Hall  of  Fame  Inductee,  Class  of  2011 


I  was  born  on  August  13,  1944  at  Milford  Memorial  Hospital  in  Milford,  Delaware 
as  the  second  of  five  children  to  Marion  Emory  Wiley  and  Dorothy  Mildred  Knox.  My 
given  name  was  Randall  Eugene  Wiley;  Randall  after  my  mother's  father  and  brother 
and  Eugene  after  my  father's  father  and  brother.  My  siblings  include  older  sister  Connie 
(1942),  younger  sisters  Kathy  (1946)  and  Karia  (1962)  and  younger  brother  Emory 
(1952).  I  grew  up  in  the  small  town  of  Laurel,  Delaware  located  off  Interstate  Route 
13  about  7  miles  north  of  the  Delaware-Maryland  state  line.  I  graduated  from  Laurel 
High  School  in  June,  1962  with  an  Academic  Diploma  and  a  Senior  Class  Standing 
of  No.  18  among  77  students  with  an  average  grade  of  87.9. 1  had  a  natural  aptitude 
for  math  and  science,  and  scored  very  high  in  those  subjects,  but  the  opposite  was 
true  for  foreign  languages.  My  Academic  Diploma  required  two  years  of  Latin,  which 
I  barely  passed,  and  two  years  of  French  where  my  average  grade  was  between  B 
and  C.  At  that  time  I  was  much  more  interested  in  sports  than  school  work. 

Wiley  Family  History 

My  father  worked  for  the  telephone  company  and  my  mother  was  a  housewife.  She 
had  married  my  father  at  age  17  when  he  was  19.  We  lived  in  the  house  next  to  my 
father's  parents.  My  grandfather  was  an  auto  mechanic  and  my  grandmother  was  a 
housewife.  She  was  also  a  substitute  rural  mail  carrier,  and  I  would  often  ride  along 
with  her  during  the  summer  and  holidays.  Earlier  generations  of  Wileys  were  school 
teachers,  carpenters,  shoe  makers  and  farmers.  The  earliest  Wiley  that  I  could  trace 
was  James  Wiley.  He  was  one  of  three  brothers  who  emigrated  from  Ireland  in  the 
mid  1700s.  He  was  of  Scott-Irish  decent.  James  Wiley  originally  worked  in  the  post 
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office  in  Milton,  Delaware  and  later  worked  as  a  tavern  keeper  in  the  coastal  town  of 
Lewis,  Delaware.  When  James  died  in  1 800,  his  wife  Nancy  bought  a  small  farm  near 
the  town  of  Laurel,  Delaware  where  she  resided  with  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
One  of  her  sons,  Samuel  Wiley  would  continue  my  lineage  via  John  Wesley  Wiley 
and  Marion  Benjamin  Wiley  to  my  grandfather,  Everett  Eugene  Wiley.  Accordingly, 
I  am  the  7th  generation  of  Wiley  men  in  this  country.  The  first  6  generations  were 
all  members  of  the  Masons.  I  am  not  sure  why  I  did  not  become  a  member,  and 
sometimes  I  feel  sorry  that  I  broke  the  chain. 

Early  Collecting  Activities 

I  don't  have  many  vivid  memories  of  collecting  coins  as  a  child.  I  do  remember 
getting  an  allowance  of  25  cents  a  week  from  my  grandparents.  I  saved  the  quarters 
in  an  Alka-Seltzer  jar.  I  also  remember  searching  beneath  the  cushions  of  sofas  and 
chairs  after  family  gatherings  at  my  grandparent's  house.  Occasionally,  a  few  coins 
would  be  found,  but  that  was  the  extent  of  easy  money.  Any  other  money  had  to  be 
earned  by  doing  odd  jobs  like  mowing  lawns  in  the  summer  and  shoveling  snow  in 
the  winter.  Occasionally,  I  would  walk  along  public  roads  looking  for  discarded  soda 
bottles  which  could  be  returned  to  the  local  grocery  store  for  a  penny  or  two  each, 
money  which  was  usually  spent  on  baseball  cards,  football  cards  or  other  treats.  I 
assembled  a  very  comprehensive  collection  of  sports  cards  during  the  years  from 
1955  to  1960,  but  no  coin  collection.  I  was  more  of  a  coin  hoarder  than  a  collector. 
Money  was  hard  to  accumulate  for  a  kid  in  a  small  town  growing  up  in  the  1950s.  I 
was  proud  of  my  small  amount  of  savings.  I  would  periodically  dump  my  coins  on 
my  bedroom  floor  and  play  with  them.  I  would  sort  them  by  denomination,  arrange 
them  in  date  order  and  then  examine  them  very  carefully  as  I  was  usually  looking 
for  an  inferior  duplicate  coin  to  spend.  During  this  process,  I  learned  that  each  coin 
denomination  could  be  found  with  different  design  types  depending  on  the  date  and 
with  different  marks  of  P,  D,  and  S  which  I  would  later  learn  to  be  mintmarks. 

Growing  Up  in  Delaware 

I  never  thought  of  myself  as  being  poor  when  I  was  growing  up.  There  was  always 
plenty  of  nutritious  food  for  me  to  eat  and  drink,  and  I  always  had  some  new  clothes 
at  the  beginning  of  each  school  year.  Unlike  kids  today  who  get  pretty  much  whatever 
they  want  whenever  they  want,  or  at  least  that  is  my  perception,  my  siblings  and  I 
got  a  gift  on  our  birthday  and  an  assortment  of  gifts  on  Christmas.  That  was  it!  I  have 
to  admit  that  Christmas  was  a  special  time  around  our  house.  However,  when  you 
made  your  Christmas  list,  you  had  to  plan  for  the  whole  year.  When  I  was  about  13 
or  14, 1  decided  that  I  absolutely  must  have  an  Al  Kaline  fielder's  glove  offered  in  the 
Sears  &  Roebuck  catalog  if  I  were  to  have  any  chance  of  making  the  varsity  baseball 
team.  I  think  it  was  listed  for  sale  at  $18.  My  father  said  that  I  should  start  looking 
for  a  newspaper  route.  I  did  get  a  newspaper  route.  I  did  buy  the  baseball  glove, 
and  I  did  start  on  the  varsity  baseball  team  as  a  freshman  in  high  school.  However, 
a  future  in  baseball  was  not  to  be.  It  appears  that  I  was  much  too  injury-prone  to 
be  successful  in  sports. 

I  attended  the  University  of  Delaware  from  1962  to  1963  pursuing  a  degree  in 
Electrical  Engineering,  but  dropped  out  during  the  summer  of  1963  when  my  grade 
point  average  dropped  to  1 .95.  I  needed  a  2.0  average  to  retain  my  financial  aid!  I 
got  a  job  with  the  DuPont  Company  doing  shift  work  at  their  nylon  factory  in  Seaford, 
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Delaware.  My  intent  was  to  save  enough  money  to  buy  a  new  car  and  go  back  to 
college,  but  that  was  not  to  be.  In  June  1965, 1  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Navy  to  avoid  the 
ongoing  draft  for  the  Vietnam  War.  I  had  decided  that  four  years  with  some  career 
choices  was  better  than  two  years  with  no  choices. 

Developing  an  Interest  In  Half  Dollars 

It  was  during  late  1 963  and  early  1 964  that  my  coin  collecting  became  much  more 
structured.  I  was  earning  a  very  good  wage  at  the  Dupont  nylon  factory.  I  was  doing 
shift  work  and  overtime  was  abundant.  I  was  working  a  double  shift  every  other 
day,  and  I  was  working  6  days  a  week.  I  would  cash  my  paychecks  at  a  local  bank; 
taking  the  full  amount  in  rolls  of  half  dollars.  I  kept  an  old  checker  board  in  my  car 
which  I  used  to  sort  the  half  dollars  by  date  and  mint.  Once  the  rolls  were  sorted,  I 
would  examine  each  stack  of  coins,  keep  the  best  piece  in  each  stack  and  roll  up 
the  rest.  I  initialed  the  rolls  of  duplicate  half  dollars  and  returned  them  to  the  bank  to 
be  exchanged  for  other  rolls  of  half  dollars.  Before  long,  my  local  bank  had  no  half 
dollar  rolls  other  than  those  with  my  initials  on  them,  and  I  was  forced  to  visit  banks 
in  neighboring  towns  to  obtain  unsearched  half  dollars.  Through  this  process,  I  was 
able  to  assemble  a  complete  set  of  Franklin  half  dollars  and  a  nearly  complete  set  of 
Walking  Liberty  half  dollars;  lacking  only  the  1 921  P,  D,  and  S,  and  the  1 91 7  D  and  S 
with  obverse  mintmarks.  It  was  a  good  time  to  be  collecting  half  dollars  as  the  1 964 
Kennedy  half  dollar  would  be  the  last  of  90%  silver  coins. 

I  was  proud  of  my  newly  formed  collection  of  half  dollars  and  took  them  along 
during  a  visit  to  my  mother's  parents  in  a  nearby  town.  To  my  surprise,  my  grandfather 
retrieved  an  old  tobacco  pouch  containing  some  old  coins  he  had  pulled  out  of 
circulation  while  working  in  a  bank  when  he  was  a  young  man.  Among  the  coins 
in  the  pouch  were  ten  Bust  half  dollars  in  VF  to  AU  grades  which  had  lovely  toning 
due  to  their  long  storage  in  the  leather  pouch.  I  loved  the  way  those  old  half  dollars 
looked  and  knew  that  some  day  I  would  link  my  modern  half  dollars  back  to  the 
old  ones  saved  by  my  grandfather.  Before  long  I  was  buying  Barber  half  dollars.  It 
was  a  big  step  for  me  since  all  of  my  half  dollars  had  been  acquired  at  face  value 
up  until  that  time.  Grandfather  died  in  1966  while  I  was  deployed  aboard  the  U.S.S. 
Conyngham  DDG-1 7,  a  guided  missile  destroyer.  A  year  later,  my  grandmother  also 
died.  During  settlement  of  my  grandparents'  estate,  my  mother  and  her  siblings  picked 
from  various  items  that  had  been  appraised.  For  one  of  her  picks,  my  mother  chose 
a  group  of  ten  Bust  half  dollars  that  were  appraised  at  $100.  She  gave  them  to  me 
when  I  was  discharged  from  the  Navy  in  June  1969.  The  photo  of  me  in  uniform  was 
taken  in  June  1968  aboard  the  U.S.S.  Conyngham.  We  had  just  returned  to  Norfolk 
from  a  Mediterranean  cruise. 

Starting  a  Family 

Jean  Carol  Erickson  was  a  young  woman  from  Silver  Spring,  Maryland  that  I  met  in 
Ocean  City,  Maryland  during  the  summer  of  1 964.  We  continued  to  date  after  I  enlisted 
in  the  Navy.  Jean  wrote  to  me  in  late  1968  about  a  trip  she  was  planning  to  Naples, 
Italy  in  February  1969.  My  ship  was  scheduled  for  "tender  availability"  in  Naples  for 
two  weeks  during  that  time.  As  it  turned  out,  Jean  and  I  got  married  in  Rome,  Italy 
on  February  22, 1 969,  about  three  and  a  half  months  prior  to  my  discharge  from  the 
Navy.  Since  my  new  wife  had  already  graduated  from  college  and  was  working  for 
the  Federal  Government  in  Washington,  D.C.,  we  rented  an  apartment  in  Greenbelt, 
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Maryland,  and  I  took  advantage  of  the  G.I.  Bill  to  complete  my  degree  in  Electrical 
Engineering  from  the  University  of  Maryland.  By  December  1972, 1  was  working  for 
the  Naval  Electronics  Systems  Command  in  Crystal  City,  Virginia.  Ultimately,  my  job 
would  be  to  design  and  procure  the  next  generation  of  communications  equipment 
whichwould  replace  older  equipmentthat  I  had  maintained  asanElectronicTechnician 
during  my  enlistment  in  the  Navy.  Shortly  thereafter  in  August  1973,  Jean  and  I 
bought  our  first  home  in  Burke,  Virginia  where  we  would  remain  until  1 979.  Our  first 
child,  Randall  Eric  Wiley  was  born  on  April  8,  1974.  I  remember  driving  home  from 
the  hospital  that  evening  and  hearing  that  Henry  Aaron  had  hit  his  715th  home  run, 
breaking  the  lifetime  record  of  the  Great  Babe  Ruth.  I  remember  thinking  that  I  had 
just  hit  a  pretty  important  home  run  myself  that  day. 

Starting  a  Seated  Half  Dollar  Collection 

During  the  late  1 960s  and  early  1 970s  I  steadfastly  completed  my  date/mint  set  of 
U.S.  half  dollars  except  for  the  huge  void  from  1 839  to  1 891 .  Before  1 972,  the  only 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  in  my  collection  was  an  1854-0  coin  in  VG  condition  that  I 
bought  from  an  antique  shop  in  the  1 960s  as  a  placeholder  type  coin.  During  the  years 
from  1 973  to  1 975, 1  bought  about  two  dozen  more  Seated  halves  in  low  circulated 
grades.  It  was  in  early  1 975  that  I  decided  to  take  a  lesson  from  my  Barber  half  dollar 
experience  where  I  started  the  set  in  Very  Good  condition  and  later  upgraded  to  Fine 
and  ultimately  to  Extremely  Fine  condition  while  losing  money  with  each  exchange. 
I  decided  at  that  time  to  collect  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  in  EF  condition  or  better 
I  added  about  110  date/mint  coins  in  1975,  some  of  them  upgrades  for  VG  coins 
previously  acquired.  By  the  end  of  1975,  my  basic  date/mint  set  of  108  coins  was 
complete  except  for  1 5  coins  that  included  the  1 842-0,  1 870-CC,  1 874-CC,  1 873-S, 
1878-S,  1841,  1848  and  1864  issues  as  well  as  seven  dates  in  the  1880s. 

Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 

I  think  it  was  at  a  local  coin  show  in  December  1 975  that  I  applied  for  membership 
into  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club.  I  have  a  letter  from  Mel  Hatfield,  the  LSCC 
Secretary/Treasurer  at  that  time,  dated  January  27,  1976  advising  me  that  he  had 
received  my  application  from  Bill  Grayson  of  B  &  B  Coin  Co.  along  with  my  $1 
application  fee.  Mel  further  advised  me  that  dues  were  now  set  at  $5  plus  a  $2 
initiation  fee  and  that  I  needed  to  send  an  extra  $6  if  I  wanted  him  to  process  my 
application.  I  did,  and  I  received  membership  #251  in  February  1976.  About  that 
same  time,  I  received  a  copy  of  Issue  #4  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  dated  December 
1975  along  with  a  note  from  Club  President  John  McCloskey.  The  note  was  hand 
written  on  a  copy  of  the  President's  letter  to  the  club  membership  dated  January 
10,  1976  announcing  a  deadline  of  February  6,  1976  for  articles  and  ads  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  John's  note  said,  "Even  though  it  is  too  late  to  submit 
material  to  the  next  issue,  I  thought  you  might  like  to  see  the  letter  recently  sent  to 
the  membership".  John  made  a  very  favorable  impression  on  me  that  day  which 
continues  to  this  day.  I  consider  John  to  be  a  mentor  and  a  very  good  friend. 

My  Seated  Half  Dollar  Research  Begins 

The  Gobrecht  Journal  opened  up  a  whole  new  world  of  coin  collecting  for  me.  I 
soaked  up  all  of  the  articles  on  half  dollars  that  appeared  in  each  issue  of  the  journal 
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and  went  searching  elsewhere  for  more.  I  made  a  photocopy  of  the  seven  pages 
on  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  in  "Scott's  Encyclopedia"  by  Don  Taxay  and  was  able 
to  buy  a  reprint  copy  of  M.L.  Beistle's  "A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties"  that 
was  first  published  in  1929.  It  was  clear  to  me  from  these  references  that  there  were 
many  interesting  varieties  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series  that  had  been  known  for 
a  long  time,  but  I  felt  that  they  were  not  accurately  described  in  context  to  other 
similar  varieties  or  organized  in  a  way  to  make  them  collectable.  In  fact,  since  many 
varieties  were  considered  rare,  it  was  risky  to  pay  premium  prices  without  a  good 
trusted  reference.  Since  I  liked  puzzles  and  had  a  good  eye  for  details,  I  decided  to 
build  a  reference  collection  of  Seated  half  dollar  varieties  from  which  some  trusted 
information  could  be  published. 

In  January  1 978 1  wrote  my  first  letter  to  John  McCloskey  telling  him  of  my  interest  in 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  and  some  of  the  work  I  had  started  with  ultimate  publication 
in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  in  mind.  John  edited  and  summarized  my  letter  and  included 
it  in  the  "Letters  to  the  Editor"  column  of  Issue  #11  of  the  journal  in  March  1978.  I 
had  acquired  a  small,  hand-held  SOX  microscope  soon  after  reading  John's  article 
in  Issue  #5  of  the  journal  on  1862-S  half  dollars,  and  I  had  been  measuring  every  S 
mintmark  I  could  find  including  those  plated  in  Issue  #8  of  the  journal  in  an  article 
by  Dr.  David  Brase. 

My  2nd  son,  James  Christopher  Wiley  was  born  March  31,1 978.  His  older  brother 
Randy  Eric  was  now  four  years  old.  These  two  children  were  the  only  ones  that  Jean 
and  I  would  have. 

The  1840  (O)  Medium  Letters  Half  Dollar 

Also  in  March  of  1978,  I  was  corresponding  with  David  Bowers  about  another 
favorite  Seated  half  dollar  of  mine,  the  1840  Medium  Letters  Reverse.  I  submitted 
a  question  for  the  "Q  &  A"  forum  column  in  his  "Rare  Coin  Review"  asking  why  the 


1840  (O)  Medium  Letters  Half  Dollar  Struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint 
from  a  Bust  Reverse  without  the  O  Mintmark 
The  Dick  Osburn  Specimen,  Certified  as  PCGS  MS62 
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1839  No  Drapery  half  dollar  was  considered  a  one  year  type  coin  and  the  1840 
Medium  Letters  half  dollar  was  not;  considering  that  the  reverse  on  this  1840  coin 
had  an  entirely  different  eagle  than  any  other  Seated  half  dollar.  He  responded  that 
the  question  would  be  addressed  in  a  forthcoming  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 
If  it  was  addressed,  I  don't  recall  the  issue.  In  any  case,  I  wrote  an  article  entitled 
"Seated-Bust  Transitional  Half  Dollars"  that  appeared  in  Issue  #13  of  the  journal  in 
November  1978  which  elaborated  on  the  many  significant  differences.  Ironically, 
about  eight  years  later  Bill  Bugert  and  I  would  prove  that  this  1840  half  dollar  was  a 
product  of  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  without  a  mintmark. 

During  November  1978,  I  mailed  23  enclosures  to  the  postal  inspector  out  of 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania  who  was  investigating  the  activities  of  Rare  Coin  Investments 
(RCI)  regarding  mail  fraud  involving  added  mintmarks  on  key  and  semi-key  coins. 
This  was  my  final  involvement  in  an  ordeal  that  began  in  July  1 977  when  I  surrendered 
six  coins  to  the  Secret  Service  that  I  had  won  the  previous  month  in  an  RCI  mail 
bid  sale,  including  two  1878-S  half  dollars  which  were  Philadelphia  mint  half  dollars 
with  added  S  mintmarks.  I  wrote  about  this  in  a  "Letter  to  the  Editor"  for  Issue  #14 
of  the  journal. 

San  Francisco  Mint  Half  Dollar  Varieties 

My  article  entitled  "Mint  Mark  Varieties  of  San  Francisco  Half  Dollars  (1 855-1 878)" 
was  featured  in  Issue  #1 5  of  the  journal  in  July  1 979  with  my  table  of  mintmark  sizes 
displayed  as  the  center  double  page.  It  was  the  culmination  of  an  intense  three  year 
study.  I  think  John  McCloskey  was  impressed.  I  had  met  John  for  the  first  time  the 
previous  summer  at  a  local  coin  show  held  in  Maryland,  and  I  showed  him  my  Seated 
half  dollar  collection  which  contained  about  230  coins  at  that  time.  John  said  that 
the  club  had  many  members  who  were  interested  in  Seated  half  dollars  but  that  he 
did  not  know  anyone  who  had  put  as  much  time  into  varieties  as  I  had.  After  that 
meeting,  John  sent  me  a  copy  of  his  notes,  a  very  artistic  mark-up  of  Beistle  pages, 
on  S-Mint  half  dollars  to  use  as  needed  for  my  article.  Another  nice  thing  that  John  did 
for  me  was  put  me  in  touch  with  Walter  Breen  who  was  working  on  his  encyclopedia 
on  all  U.S.  coinage. 

Reviewing  Walter  Breen's  Manuscript  for  his  Encyclopedia 

I  wrote  to  Walter  Breen  on  August  22,  1979  to  inform  him  that  I  had  received  a 
letter  from  John  McCloskey  upon  his  return  from  the  ANA  Convention,  and  that 
John  had  suggested  that  I  contact  him  if  interested  in  reviewing  the  manuscript 
of  the  Seated  half  dollar  portion  of  his  book,  and  to  offer  assistance  in  sorting  out 
the  varieties  of  Seated  half  dollars.  I  provided  a  short  resume,  told  him  how  much  I 
admired  his  previous  publications,  and  told  him  I  would  welcome  the  opportunity  to 
help  him  with  the  Seated  half  dollar  portion  of  his  book.  Within  a  week,  I  received 
Mr.  Breen's  letter  with  attached  manuscript  pages  describing  a  list  of  240  Seated 
half  dollars.  I  immediately  started  my  review  of  the  manuscript,  but  had  to  suspend 
my  review  after  several  weeks.  I  wrote  Mr.  Breen  on  October  23rd  to  tell  him  that  I 
had  recently  sold  my  home  in  Burke,  Virginia,  and  had  to  vacate  it  on  September 
28th.  I  had  been  building  a  new  home  near  Clifton,  Virginia  since  March,  but  it  had 
only  recently  been  ready  to  occupy.  We  had  to  store  furniture  and  live  with  my  sister 
in  Manassas,  Virginia. 
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On  November  7,  1979, 1  mailed  Mr.  Breen  three  pages  of  general  comments  and 
nine  pages  of  specific  comments  on  his  Seated  half  dollar  manuscript.  That  started  an 
exchange  of  letters  that  lasted  until  March  1 980.  I  gave  Mr.  Breen  a  lot  of  information 
during  that  time  frame,  and  I  kept  asking  for  an  updated  copy  of  the  manuscript, 
but  none  was  provided  until  June  25, 1986.  The  manuscript  was  in  "Encyclopedia" 
format,  and  I  was  cautioned  not  to  let  anyone  know  that  I  had  it.  Walter  wanted  any 
comments  or  corrections  immediately.  In  fact,  he  gave  me  a  telephone  number 
and  asked  me  to  call  him.  I  did  call,  as  the  comments  were  considerable;  some  of 
them  the  same  as  I  had  reported  years  ago.  I  had  to  buy  a  copy  of  the  published 
encyclopedia  in  1 988  to  see  the  "final  draft".  There  are  still  a  few  listings  for  varieties 
that  don't  exist,  but  I  have  no  regrets.  I  am  a  much  better  numismatist  as  a  result  of 
my  effort,  and  I  now  have  a  better  understanding  of  the  magnitude  of  his  effort. 

1840-O  Seated  Half  Dollar  Research 

Backtracking  a  bit,  I  wrote  to  McCloskey  in  late  December  1978  telling  him  that  I 
had  recently  started  looking  at  "O"  and  "CC"  mintmarks  as  I  had  exhausted  most  of 
the  local  S-Mint  material.  I  told  him  that  1840-O  had  three  different  size  mintmarks 
according  to  Scott's  Encyclopedia  and  looked  like  a  good  candidate  for  research. 
John  wrote  me  back  in  January  1979  saying  that  he  had  all  three  sizes  of  mintmarks 
for  1840-O  half  dollars  and  that  he  planned  to  have  some  pictures  taken  and  write 
an  article  on  them.  We  both  started  looking  vigorously  at  1840-O  coins.  The  Large 
"O"  was  the  most  common  size,  but  there  were  many  variations  with  broken  dies 
that  were  rarer  than  the  smaller  mintmark  varieties.  To  keep  track  of  the  die  cracks, 
I  developed  a  Seated  half  dollar  template  showing  full  obverse  and  reverse  images 
for  four  coins  per  page.  No  date  or  mintmark  was  included  on  the  template.  They 
had  to  be  hand  drawn  for  each  coin.  I  would  also  draw  any  die  cracks  that  I  saw 
on  a  coin  with  a  red  ink  pen.  It  turned  out  that  a  drawing  was  superior  to  a  written 
description  and  much  less  expensive  to  mail  than  a  coin.  I  was  a  guest  at  John's 
home  during  the  Indiana  State  Fair  coin  show  during  late  spring  1979.  John  and  I 
exchanged  information  on  1 840-O  half  dollars  for  the  remainder  of  1 979.  In  January 
1980,  I  found  an  unlisted  variety  which  forced  John  to  delay  his  article  on  1840-O 
varieties  until  Issue  #18  of  the  journal  in  July  1980.  He  gave  me  credit  for  my  new 
variety  in  that  article. 

LSCC  Census  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

I  wrote  to  John  on  March  3,  1980  enclosing  some  copies  of  a  proposed  census 
form  for  a  survey  I  wanted  to  conduct  on  Seated  half  dollars.  The  form  had  204  listings 
of  dates,  mints  and  major  varieties.  John  and  I  had  discussed  the  idea  previously.  We 
tweaked  it  a  little  and  John  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  final  form  with  club  newsletters 
dated  May  9,  1980.  I  reported  on  early  results  of  the  survey  in  Issue  #18  of  the 
journal  in  July  1980  where  I  provided  additional  information  on  hub  types  and  said 
that  I  would  continue  collecting  surveys  through  the  summer  months.  The  final  LSCC 
half  dollar  census  was  published  in  Issue  #19  of  the  journal  in  November  1980.  In 
the  final  tabulation,  61  members  had  reported  over  3000  coins.  My  collection  census 
contained  312  coins.  John  McCloskey  reported  165  coins,  and  Bill  Bugert,  who  I 
had  not  yet  met  reported  48  coins.  Bill  was  a  Captain  in  the  U.S.  Army  stationed  at 
Fort  Gordon,  Georgia.  He  would  eventually  accumulate  many  more.  The  half  dollar 
survey  was  well  received  by  LSCC  members,  and  surveys  of  the  other  Liberty  Seated 
denominations  would  eventually  be  conducted  by  other  Liberty  Seated  specialists. 
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Family  Life  in  Virginia 

With  added  responsibilities  1 980  was  a  big  year  in  my  professional  career  with  the 
Federal  Government.  I  was  Chairman  of  theTechnical  Evaluation  Board  and  a  member 
of  the  Contract  Award  Review  Panel  for  the  AN/WSC-3(V)  family  of  UHF  transceivers. 
They  were  the  Navy  standard  for  satellite  and  line  of  sight  communications  aboard 
ship,  shore  and  air  platforms.  The  contract  was  a  five-year,  multiyear  contract  with 
a  total  value  over  one  hundred  million  dollars,  the  first  for  my  command.  I  would 
manage  that  contract  and  ascend  to  a  GS-13  pay  grade,  but  no  higher  as  I  did  not 
apply  for  any  supervisory  jobs  within  the  Federal  Government. 

I  did  not  publish  any  coin  articles  in  1981 .  Perhaps  I  was  a  little  burned  out  from 
my  intense  involvement  with  Breen's  manuscript  and  my  Seated  half  dollar  census 
from  the  previous  few  years.  Perhaps  I  was  too  involved  with  my  government  job. 
Perhaps  I  channeled  that  energy  into  an  old  love  of  mine,  sports.  During  the  summer 
of  1981 ,  I  was  busy  building  a  tennis  court  on  my  property  near  Clifton,  Virginia.  I 
had  done  the  grading  and  survey  when  I  built  my  home  in  1 979,  and  I  had  covered 
the  ground  with  several  inches  of  crushed  stone  at  that  time.  Allowing  a  few  years 
for  the  stone  to  settle,  I  was  ready  to  asphalt  in  1 981 . 

During  the  fall  of  1981,  I  signed  up  my  oldest  son,  Randy,  for  a  soccer  team 
sponsored  by  Fairfax  County.  Soccer  was  a  new  sport  for  me.  Baseball  was  my 
main  sport  in  high  school,  but  the  baseball  fields  were  about  20  minutes  from  my 
home  whereas  the  soccer  fields  were  only  5  minutes  away.  In  the  fall  of  1983,  my 
younger  son,  James  also  signed  up.  In  1984,  the  Southwestern  Youth  Association 
(SYA)  expanded  their  program  to  include  spring  soccer,  and  I  coached  James's 
team  that  year  in  the  spring  and  fall.  In  1985,  I  became  a  Commissioner  for  SYA  in 
James's  Division  as  well  as  his  coach.  I  would  also  coach  Randy's  team  that  fall 
when  his  assigned  coach  had  to  quit.  Both  of  my  teams  went  undefeated  and  won 
their  divisions  that  season.  I  continued  to  be  a  Commissioner  for  the  SYA  and  coach 
James's  team  through  1990.  In  1991  and  1992  James  played  for  a  travel  "select" 
team  for  which  I  was  an  assistant  coach.  Both  of  my  sons  and  me  became  licensed 
soccer  referees  during  that  time. 

Seated  Half  Dollar  Research  Continues 

Returning  to  coins,  I  was  not  completely  dormant  in  1 981 .  In  fact,  one  of  the  most 
important  events  in  my  numismatic  life  occurred  during  the  summer  of  1981  when 
by  chance,  I  met  Bill  Bugert  at  local  coin  show  in  Lanham,  Maryland.  As  it  turned 
out,  we  were  practically  neighbors  and  shared  almost  identical  coin  interests.  Also  in 
1 981 , 1  corresponded  with  John  McCloskey  on  die  marriages  of  1 841  -0  half  dollars. 
He  was  working  on  an  article  on  them  similar  to  his  article  on  1 840-O  half  dollars,  but 
I  don't  think  he  published  it.  In  December  1 981 ,  John  sent  me  a  table  of  Type  I  and 
Type  II  Reverse  Hub  Varieties  for  half  dollars  dated  from  1858  to  1865.  He  wanted 
to  know  if  I  could  confirm  all  of  his  listings  and  if  I  knew  of  any  varieties  missing  from 
his  list.  I  told  John  that  the  only  coin  on  his  list  that  did  not  exist  was  the  1 861  -0  half 
dollar  with  Type  I  Reverse.  I  did  not  know  of  any  varieties  missing  from  his  list.  The 
table  was  published  in  Issue  #23  of  the  journal  in  March  1982,  and  John  gave  me 
credit  for  the  table.  As  it  turned  out,  the  table  was  missing  a  variety,  the  1860  half 
dollar  with  Type  I  Reverse.  John  wrote  me  in  June  1 982  saying  that  a  club  member 
had  reported  one  which  he  hoped  to  verify  at  the  Boston  ANA.  I  checked  my  copy 
of  Beistle  regarding  the  1860  half  dollar,  and  I  could  tell  by  his  description  of  the 
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letters  in  the  legend,  that  Beistle  (1  b  C.)  was  that  of  a  Type  I  Reverse.  In  August  1 983, 
I  purchased  an  example  of  this  variety  in  borderline  uncirculated  condition.  All  of 
this  new  information  was  reported  to  Walter  Breen  and  it  made  the  final  edit  to  his 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Coins. 

In  September  1982,  I  corresponded  with  John  McCloskey  on  an  article  that  he 
published  in  Issue  #25  of  the  journal  in  November  1982  entitled  "A  Fake  1866  No 
Motto  Half  Dollar  Examined"  for  which  he  gave  me  credit.  The  following  year,  my 
"Letters  to  The  Editor"  comment  on  Jim  Pryor's  article  on  the  1847-0  double  date 
half  dollar  appeared  in  Issue  #27  of  the  journal  in  July  1983.  My  article  entitled; 
"Comments  on  Previous  Half  Dollar  Articles"  appeared  in  Issue  #30  of  the  journal 
in  July  1984. 

I  did  not  make  any  contributions  to  the  journal  during  1985  or  1986.  However, 
I  was  very  much  involved  with  Seated  half  dollars.  Since  meeting  Bill  Bugert  iri 
1981 ,  we  had  formed  a  deep  friendship  with  one  another  along  with  a  strong  bond 
of  mutual  respect  regarding  each  other's  numismatic  knowledge  of  Seated  half 
dollars.  We  spent  countless  hours  studying  our  coins  with  a  goal  of  identifying  as 
many  die  marriages  as  possible.  As  early  as  1984  we  had  discussions  regarding  a 
die  marriage  book  on  Seated  half  dollars.  We  could  not  imagine  how  much  work 
remained  to  be  done. 

The  1986  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference 

I  got  a  letter  from  the  American  Numismatic  Society  (ANS)  dated  September  20, 
1985  stating  that  the  focus  of  the  1986  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  would 
be  on  U.S.  Silver  Coinage  (1 794-1 891 ).  The  letter  was  written  by  ANS  curator  Richard 
Doty.  He  said  that  I  was  recommended  to  him  by  John  McCloskey  as  a  candidate 
author  based  on  my  knowledge  of  the  silver  field  and  my  ability  to  communicate 
what  I  know  in  an  interesting  fashion.  Mr.  Doty  requested  that  I  contact  him  if  I  was 
interested  in  participating  as  a  speaker  and/or  an  exhibitor  and  what  topic  I  might 
like  to  talk  about.  There  was  no  commitment  at  that  time.  Final  speaker  selection 
by  a  Conference  Steering  Committee  was  scheduled  for  mid-July  1986.  I  accepted 
the  invitation  and  got  permission  to  share  the  Seated  half  dollar  presentation  with 
Bill  Bugert.  Mr.  Doty  asked  for  a  one-page  abstract  or  a  draft  of  the  speeches  by 
September  15th.  The  conference  took  place  on  November  1-2,  1986. 

My  topic  was  entitled,  "Die  Varieties  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars".  I  expounded 
on  factors  contributing  to  a  lack  of  knowledge  regarding  the  Seated  half  dollar  series; 
the  extensiveness  of  the  series  that  was  struck  from  1839  to  1891 ,  the  stabilization 
of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  with  the  introduction  of  a  master  die  to  create  individual 
working  dies,  and  the  half  dollar  denomination  as  compared  to  other  denominations. 
I  described  how  I  had  assembled  a  reference  collection  of  Seated  half  dollar  die 
varieties  using  limits  established  from  U.S.  Mint  die  shipment  records.  I  provided 
detailed  information  and  mintmark  photographic  enlargements  for  a  46  piece 
sample  of  San  Francisco  Mint  "No  Motto"  half  dollars  dated  from  1855  to  1866.  My 
presentation  expanded  on  the  article  I  had  published  in  Issue  #15  of  the  journal  on 
mintmark  sizes  to  include  mintmark  locations  for  each  size.  I  presented  tables  which 
correlated  the  46  different  Seated  half  dollar  varieties  to  ten  die  shipments  sent  to 
the  San  Francisco  Branch  Mint. 
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Researching  Die  Shipments  at  the  National  Archives 

I  had  been  researching  San  Francisco  Mint  die  shipments  at  the  National  Archives 
in  Washington,  DC  back  in  the  period  from  1 977  to  1 979,  and  I  had  provided  a  copy  of 
my  table  of  "requests  for  dies"  and  "shipment  of  dies"  to  Walter  Breen  in  1 979  for  his 
manuscript.  I  returned  to  the  archives  in  the  mid  1 980s  to  research  correspondence  to 
the  other  branch  mints  in  New  Orleans  and  Carson  City.  Bill  Bugert  would  accompany 
me  on  many  of  these  visits.  When  we  returned  home  after  one  of  these  research  trips 
in  1986,  Bill  was  looking  at  some  pages  we  had  copied  that  day  from  a  "Register  of 
Dies"  shipped  to  New  Orleans  starting  in  1839.  In  addition  to  the  total  dies  shipped 
each  year,  the  register  had  totals  at  the  end  of  each  year  of  dies  defaced,  total  good 
dies  remaining,  and  those  dies  being  reserved  for  the  oncoming  year.  Bill  noticed  that 
the  register  indicated  that  a  single  tail  die  for  half  dollars  from  1 839  was  reserved  for 
use  in  1840.  As  I  recall.  Bill  said,  "I  guess  that  is  another  variety  we  will  need  to  look 
for",  a  half  dollar  from  New  Orleans  with  a  reverse  similar  to  Bust  half  dollars.  As  I 
recall,  I  said,  "I  think  you  have  hit  on  something.  Bill.  It  is  an  interesting  discovery, 
but  I  don't  think  we  have  to  look  for  it.  We  have  already  seen  that  coin.  It  is  the  1 840 
half  dollar  with  Medium  Letters  Reverse.  There  would  be  no  mintmark  since  1839 
Bust  half  dollars  had  an  obverse  mintmark,  and  we  already  know  that  the  1840  half 
dollar  with  Medium  Letters  has  a  small  diameter  similar  to  early  New  Orleans  minted 
coins".  We  continued  discussing  Seated  half  dollars  for  a  few  hours  before  calling 
it  a  day.  Later  that  night,  I  could  not  sleep  as  my  mind  was  fixated  on  the  1840  half 
dollar  with  Medium  Letters.  I  knew  I  had  two  different  1840  obverses  paired  with 
different  die  states  of  the  Medium  Letters  Reverse,  and  I  also  knew  I  had  many  1 840- 
0  coins  struck  from  six  different  obverses.  My  Obverses  2  and  6  matched  the  two 
obverses  on  my  Medium  Letters  coins.  I  eagerly  told  Bill  the  next  day  and  he  took 
photos  of  the  diagnostics.  Bill  presented  the  proof  of  our  discovery  in  his  portion  of 
our  presentation  on  Seated  half  dollars  for  the  ANS  Conference  in  November  1 986.  It 
was  entitled;  "Some  Interesting  Seated  Half  Dollar  Varieties".  Bill  would  also  write  an 
article  for  Issue  #38  of  the  journal  in  March  1 987  entitled;  "The  1 840-O  No  Mintmark 
Bust  Reverse  Half  Dollar".  Bill  recalled  the  details  of  our  "discovery"  slightly  different 
than  I  did  here,  but  regardless,  it  was  an  excellent  article,  and  it  tied  in  the  balloting 
for  the  first  James  B.  Pryor  Numismatic  Research  Award  in  1992. 

The  Louisiana  Hoard 

In  April  of  1986  I  met  a  man  named  Roy  Pohler  from  Cameron,  Louisiana  who 
had  accumulated  a  hoard  of  rare  date  Seated  half  dollars  including  large  numbers 
of  1842-0  Small  Date,  1855-S,  and  1870-CC  coins.  I  published  an  article  on  part  of 
his  hoard  in  Issue  #40  of  the  journal  in  November  1987  entitled;  "The  1870-CC  Half 
Dollar  -  The  Louisiana  Hoard".  It  was  a  very  large  article,  and  the  editor  published 
the  second  part  of  it  entitled,  "Die  shipments  and  Coinage  Delivery  Dates  for  the 
Carson  City  Branch  Mint  in  the  Year  1870"  as  a  stand  alone  article  in  Issue  #42  of 
the  journal  in  July  1988.  I  had  also  placed  a  "bid  or  buy"  ad  in  Issue  #41  of  the 
journal  in  March  1 988  offering  a  dozen  of  the  highest  grade  1 870-CC  coins  to  LSCC 
members  at  or  slightly  above  Roy's  cost.  There  was  only  one  response  to  the  ad. 
The  "Louisiana  Hoard"  article  won  the  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Award  for  1988,  and  my 
article  on  "Die  shipments"  finished  in  third  place.  There  is  a  photo  of  me  on  page 
31  of  Issue  #43  of  the  journal  from  November  1988  receiving  the  Ahwash  Award 
plaque  from  John  McCloskey  during  the  ANA  convention  in  Cincinnati.  The  photo 
shows  a  much  younger  and  more  vibrant  Randy  Wiley.  It  was  my  first  Ahwash  award. 
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The  LSCC  had  been  issuing  an  annual  award  for  best  article  since  1982,  but  1984 
was  the  first  year  that  the  award  was  called  the  "Kannal  M.  Ahwash  Award". 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  is  Published 

During  most  of  1989  Bill  Bugert  and  I  were  meeting  more  frequently  to  better 
organize  our  Seated  half  dollar  die  marriages.  We  would  take  all  of  our  coins  from 
a  particular  mint  to  the  meeting,  and  each  of  us  would  pick  a  date  to  study  and 
organize.  We  would  go  through  the  coins  one  date  at  a  time  until  we  had  notes 
on  all  the  dates  and  mints  including  each  other's  inventory  numbers.  We  tried  to 
arrange  the  die  marriages  for  a  particular  date  in  emission  order  sequence  where 
possible.  Armed  with  our  notes,  we  spent  the  next  few  years  trying  to  find  new  die 
marriages  or  upgrading  old  ones.  Bill  was  the  team  photographer  and  I  developed 
a  database  to  keep  track  of  all  the  die  marriages.  We  soon  revisited  all  of  our  coins 
to  count  edge  reeding,  measure  coin  diameters,  and  measure  date  positions  in  our 
"date-grid"  system.  Over  the  years,  we  have  taken  measurements  on  at  least  4000 
Seated  half  dollars.  All  of  this  work  ultimately  led  to  "The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dollars"  by  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  that  was  published  by  DLRC 
Press  in  1993. 

Finally  publishing  a  book  on  Seated  half  dollars  in  the  summer  of  1993  was  a 
big  relief,  but  selling  1500  books  in  the  months  and  years  to  follow  was  no  fun  for 
me.  DLRC  Press  had  contacted  me  and  asked  if  I  was  interested  in  writing  a  book 
on  Seated  half  dollars.  They  were  trying  to  publish  books  on  all  denominations  of 
Liberty  Seated  coins.  I  told  them  that  Bill  Bugert  and  I  had  been  working  on  a  book 
for  some  time  and  that  I  would  consider  writing  a  book  for  them  if  I  could  co-author 
the  book  with  Bill  Bugert.  DLRC  Press  said  okay,  but  I  would  have  to  split  the  author's 
fee  with  Bill  which  was  10%  of  their  selling  price  of  each  book.  DLRC  Press  said 
that  they  intended  to  print  2000  copies  of  our  book  at  a  list  price  of  $69.95  each. 


Randy  Wiley  Receives  1988  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Award  Plaque 
for  his  Article  The  1870-CC  Half  Dollar  -  The  Louisiana  Hoard 
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They  actually  printed  1500  copies  and  told  us  they  intended  to  sell  all  copies  to  a 
wholesale  distributor  at  $22  each  which  amounted  to  $1.10  each  per  book  for  Bill 
and  me.  Disillusioned,  we  asked  if  we  could  buy  the  entire  print  run  at  $22  each. 
We  were  told,  "Yes",  but  we  would  have  to  waive  our  author's  fee.  $33,000  later,  we 
had  jumped  from  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire.  Our  books  would  arrive  in  time  for  the 
ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore  during  the  summer  of  1 993.  It  was  fortunate  for  us  that 
the  ANA  Convention  was  local  that  year. 

John  McCloskey  wrote  a  complimentary  review  about  our  book  which  appeared 
in  Issue  #58  of  the  journal  in  November  1993,  and  he  ran  a  full  page  book  ad  for 
us  in  Issue  #59  of  the  journal  in  March  1994.  In  that  same  issue,  I  ran  a  full  page 
personal  ad.  It  was  a  cry  for  help.  The  first  paragraph  of  the  ad  read,  "Champions 
of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  research  are  desperately  needed.  With  home  equity 
used  up  and  credit  cards  at  the  limit,  I  must  sell  more  books  and  duplicate  coins 
in  order  to  effectively  continue  efforts  toward  publishing  future  reference  books  on 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  which  clearly  identify  all  known  die  marriages."  Bill  and 
I  had  sold  about  500  books  up  until  that  time,  and  I  had  about  100  duplicate  half 
dollars  to  sell.  Many  club  members  wrote  to  me  and  asked  for  a  pricelist.  One  club 
member  from  nearby  Laurel,  Maryland  wanted  to  buy  all  of  my  duplicates.  I  had  to 
write  a  lot  of  "I'm  sorry"  letters,  and  I  think  some  members  were  angry,  but  I  was 
able  to  continue  my  research. 

Discussion  on  1877/6  Half  Dollar 

I  submitted  an  article  that  was  published  in  Issue  #61  of  the  journal  in  November 

1 994  entitled,  "A  Dissenting  Opinion  on  the  1 877/6  Half  Dollar".  My  article  responded 
to  two  articles  written  by  F.  Michael  Fazzari  which  were  published  in  Issues  #50  and 
#60  on  the  1877/6  variety.  Then  in  Issue  #62  of  the  journal.  Bill  Fivaz  published  an 
article  entitled,  "Research  Indicates  that  Fazzari  1877  Half  Dollar  is  an  Overdate".  I 
still  disagreed,  and  I  said  so  in  a  "Letter  to  the  Editor"  published  in  Issue  #63  of  the 
journal.  Club  members  grew  weary  of  the  subject  and  I  moved  on.  I  still  stand  by  my 
opinion  that  the  1 877/6  variety  is  not  a  true  overdate,  that  is  a  die  dated  1 876  with  the 
last  digit  changed  by  punching  over  it  with  a  "7"  digit.  I  now  believe  that  the  variety 
is  the  result  of  a  "clashed  punch".  I  think  that  an  attempt  to  overdate  a  die  dated 
1876  with  a  "7"  punch  was  made  but  failed  because  the  die  had  been  hardened. 
This  destroyed  the  die  dated  1876  and  also  clashed  the  "7"  punch  with  the  image 
of  the  "6"  from  the  broken  die.  That  clashed  "7"  punch  was  then  used  to  punch  the 
final  numeral  into  a  new  soft  die  with  the  first  three  numerals  intact.  The  final  1877 
die  thus  produced  was  not  technically  an  overdated  die.  Rather,  it  just  "appeared" 
to  be  overdated  due  to  the  clashed  punch  used  to  impress  the  final  "7". 

Early  Retirement  from  Navy  Command 

I  think  I  was  somewhat  depressed  and  burned  out  on  writing  coin  articles  at  that 
point.  In  reviewing  my  copy  of  "The  Gobrecht  Journal  Collective  Volume  Number  Five" , 
I  see  that  I  did  not  publish  any  articles  during  the  span  of  that  book  from  November 

1995  to  July  2000.  I  continued  to  do  research,  but  the  writing  had  stopped. 

There  were  other  elements  besides  coins  contributing  to  my  depression.  The  Navy 
Command  that  I  had  worked  for  since  1 972  relocated  to  San  Diego,  CA  during  1 996 
and  1 997.  I  stayed  until  the  doors  closed  in  September  1 997  at  which  time  I  took  an 
early  retirement  at  age  53,  with  29  years  of  service.  There  were  financial  penalties 
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for  early  retirement.  Also,  my  father  died  on  April  2, 1 998  due  to  a  heart  valve  failure 
while  he  was  sleeping.  He  was  scheduled  to  have  the  valve  repaired  the  following 
month.  I  took  a  part-time  job  with  a  local  Navy  contactor  who  was  supporting  my 
ex-Navy  Command.  That  job  lasted  until  September  1 1 , 2001  when  funding  priorities 
changed,  and  I  was  laid  off.  Fully  retired  at  age  57, 1  thought  about  becoming  a  coin 
dealer,  but  I  was  not  cut  out  for  that  job.  I  did  not  like  to  fly  or  haggle  over  coin  prices, 
and  I  only  wanted  to  deal  in  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars.  If  only  my  personality  was 
more  like  Dick  Osburn's,  I  may  have  given  it  a  try. 

Dick  Osburn  Contributes  to  Seated  Half  Dollar  Research 

I  got  a  pricelist  from  Dick  Osburn  dated  January  1997  and  bought  a  few 
coins.  I  think  we  first  met  at  the  FUN  show  in  January  1998.  He  gave  me  a  listing  of 
his  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  collection.  We  became  fast  friends  and  shared  a  room 
at  the  1 998  FUN  Convention.  Dick  was  a  Wiley-Bugert  (WB)  disciple  of  the  highest 
magnitude.  He  was  buying,  selling,  and  trading  Seated  half  dollars  and  ultimately 
collecting  them  by  WB  numbers  with  a  passion  I  had  not  seen  before.  A  few  years 
later,  Dick  became  a  full  time  dealer  and  attended  at  least  two  shows  a  year  in 
Baltimore.  He  brought  some  of  his  Seated  half  dollar  die  marriages  to  each  show 
for  me  to  study.  I  would  compare  them  to  my  reference  set  and  attribute  them  by 
my  die  marriage  designations.  I  soon  found  myself  modifying  my  coin  database  to 
accommodate  Dick's  reference  collection  along  with  mine  and  Bill  Bugert's.  In  his 
business,  Dick  specialized  in  WB  varieties  of  Seated  half  dollars,  and  he  had  found 
a  second  or  even  third  die  marriage  for  many  WB  varieties  thought  to  exist  from  a 
single  die  marriage.  Having  access  to  Dick's  coins  was  a  major  step  toward  the  goal 
of  identifying  all  known  die  marriages  of  Seated  half  dollars.  Also,  it  gave  me  a  reason 
to  look  foHA/ard  to  coin  shows  since  I  rarely  searched  the  floor  any  more. 


1 861  -O  W-1 1  a  Half  Dollar  with  CSA  Die  Crack 
This  coin  was  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated  when  it  sold 
as  Lot  72  in  the  Stack's  Auction  of  September  7, 1989. 
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Completing  My  WB  Set  of  Seated  Half  Dollars 

After  my  retirement,  I  rarely  traveled  and  my  cash  flow  situation  became  very 
depressing.  I  was  living  on  an  annuity  which  was  adequate  for  a  normal  lifestyle  but 
not  adequate  for  buying  expensive  coins.  Nearly  any  addition  to  my  collection  was 
going  to  be  expensive.  My  entire  life  savings  was  tied  up  in  home  equity  and  my 
coin  collection.  In  March  2005  my  cash  flow  got  much  worse  when  I  did  multiple 
credit  card  transactions  to  borrow  $92,500  to  buy  an  1878-S  half  dollar  in  a  PCGS 
MS63  grade.  The  interest  rate  was  a  bargain  at  3.99%  but  the  monthly  payments 
were  very  high.  The  1878-S  half  dollar  completed  my  date/mint  set  of  Seated  half 
dollars  as  well  as  my  WB  set  of  Seated  half  dollars  with  305  coins,  one  less  than  the 
306  listed  in  the  book.  The  1880  WB-101  variety  listed  by  Breen  as  common  was 
never  found.  To  my  knowledge,  I  was  the  first  and  possibly  only  collector  so  far  to 
complete  a  WB  set  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars. 

Attribution  of  1861-0  Half  Dollars  from  88  Republic  Shipwreck 

It  would  be  another  five  years  before  my  article  entitled  "Die  Marriages  of  1 861  -O 
Half  Dollars"  would  be  published  in  Issue  #94  of  the  journal  in  November  2005.  In 
early  2006, 1  was  hired  by  Odyssey  Marine  Exploration  to  attribute  all  of  their  1 861  -O 
half  dollars  from  the  SS  Republic  shipwreck.  I  spent  6  weeks  in  Florida  attributing 
coins  from  that  hoard  before  publishing  a  second  article  on  1 861  -0  half  dollars  entitled 
"Coining  Authority  and  Rarity  for  Die  Marriages  of  1 861  -O  Half  Dollars"  in  Issue  #97  of 
the  journal  in  November  2006.  My  first  article  on  1 861  -0  half  dollars  won  the  Ahwash 
award  for  best  article  in  2006,  and  my  second  article  placed  7th  in  the  balloting  in 
2007.  Also  in  2007,  my  article  entitled  "The  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  in  1840"  was 
published  in  Issue  #99  of  the  journal  in  July  2007,  and  it  placed  3rd  in  the  Ahwash 
balloting  that  year  My  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  article  started  as  an  attempt  to  help 
Michael  Fey  with  an  article  he  was  writing  on  the  1840-O  quarter  dollar.  I  got  carried 
away  and  it  was  suggested  that  it  be  submitted  as  a  stand-alone  article. 


1861-0  Half  Dollar  that  Clearly  Shows  the  CSA  Die  Crack  from 
Dentils  to  Right  of  7th  Star  to  Liberty's  Nose  and  Chin 
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The  last  article  that  I  submitted  was  entitled  "1866  Philadelphia  Half  Dollars  With 
Motto  from  Two  Master  Tail  Dies".  It  appeared  in  Issue  #1 01  of  the  journal  in  March 
2008.  I  thought  it  was  well  written  and  contained  important  and  useful  information. 
It  placed  15th  in  the  balloting  for  the  2008  Ahwash  award.  Perhaps  it  was  a  bit  too 
technical  for  the  LSCC  membership.  I  had  planned  to  write  a  similar  article  on  Seated 
half  dollar  varieties  resulting  from  the  reverse  hub  modification  that  took  place  in 
1876,  but  that  article  has  remained  dormant  to  date.  For  the  past  three  years,  most 
of  my  coin  energy  has  been  taken  up  by  two  massive  projects. 

Current  Numismatic  Research  Projects 

The  first  project  is  a  "Condition  Census  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars"  based  on 
public  auction  records  from  my  auction  catalog  library,  which  is  mostly  complete  for 
all  major  auction  sales  since  the  early  1 970s.  I  currently  have  about  43,000  records 
in  an  Excel  spreadsheet.  This  includes  Steve  Ivy  and  early  Heritage  sales  but  none 
of  the  later  records  covered  by  their  archives  that  currently  contains  over  16,000 
Seated  half  dollars.  My  intent  is  to  ask  Heritage  if  they  can  provide  a  copy  of  their 
Seated  half  dollar  archive  records  to  me  in  Excel  format.  This  would  save  me  from 
typing  those  16,000+  records  into  my  file. 

The  second  project  is  to  assist  my  very  good  fhend  Bill  Bugert  with  his  massive 
project  of  publishing  his  "Register  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars"  of  which  he  has 
already  published  three  volumes  with  one  volume  each  copyrighted  2009,  2010 
&  201 1).  Bill  planned  a  summit  on  his  fourth  volume.  New  Orleans  Mint  Part  2,  in 
early  January  201 2.  So  far,  my  assistance  has  been  to  provide  Bill  with  the  following 
information:  1)  Anything  he  wishes  me  to  extract  from  my  MS  Access  database  that 
includes  a  current  listing  of  all  the  die  marriages  currently  known  to  us.  2)  Any  coins 
from  my  reference  collection  that  Bill  wants  to  retain  while  writing  the  die  marriage 


Half  Dollar  Summit  in  March  2012  Attended  by  Half  Dollar  Specialists 
Randy  Wiley,  John  Murison,  Bill  Bugert  and  Dick  Osburn 
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descriptions.  All  of  my  coins  except  for  about  80  slabbed  pieces  are  in  cardboard 
2x2  holders  marked  with  diagnostic  notes  and  stored  on  20-slot  plastic  pages  by 
mint/date.  3)  My  attendance  at  his  coin  summits  and  any  special  meetings  he  wants 
to  hold.  4)  A  thorough  review  of  draft  manuscripts  provided  to  me. 

In  2010,  I  won  the  James  B.  Pryor  Numismatic  Research  Award  for  the  best 
research  article  to  appear  in  Issues  #76  to  #1 00  of  the  journal.  My  article  was  titled ; 
"Die  Marriages  of  1861-0  Half  Dollars",  and  it  was  the  same  article  that  had  won 
the  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Award  in  2006.  I  regret  that  I  did  not  attend  the  2010  ANA 
Convention  in  Boston  to  receive  that  award.  I  did  formally  accept  it  in  the  fall  of  2010 
during  an  LSCC  meeting  at  a  local  Baltimore  coin  show. 

History  repeated  itself  in  201 1  when  I  was  inducted  into  the  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame.  I 
missed  the  formal  induction  ceremony  at  the  summer  ANA  Convention  in  Chicago, 
but  I  did  formally  accept  the  award  during  an  LSCC  meeting  held  November  1 8th  in 
Baltimore.  My  acceptance  speech  is  repeated  here  as  follows: 

"Dear  Fellow  LSCC  Members, 

It  is  indeed  a  great  honor  for  me  to  become  the  latest  inductee  into  the 
Liberty  Seated  Hall  of  Fame.  I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  members  of 
the  LSCC  Selection  Committee  for  their  support  in  helping  me  reach  this 
proud  milestone. 

As  the  newest  of  only  four  inductees,  I  recognize  that  I  am  among 
very  select  company;  that  being  Club  Founder  Kamal  M.  Ahwash,  Club 
President  John  W.  McCloskey  and  prominent  numismatic  scholar  and 
author  Alfred  E  BIythe. 

I  recognize  that  there  are  other  LSCC  members  that  are  equally  if  not 
more  deserving  of  this  award  than  I  am. 


We  have  a  large  inventory  for  all  denominations  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 


Randall  E.  Wiley 


r 


Check  Out  our  Website 


briangreerrarecoins.com 


Brian  Greer  •  LSCC  #716 


Telephone:  (515)  331-3534 


9AM  to  6PM  weekdays,  Central  time 
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Collecting  Die  Struck  Contemporary  Counterfeit  Die 

Marriages 

by 

Bradley  S.  Karoieff 

Contemporary  die  struck  counterfeits  of  early  American  coins  have  been  known  for 
many  years.  Only  recently  however  has  there  been  interest  in  collecting  these  coins 
to  complement  a  collection  of  authentic  die  marriages  of  1 9""  century  silver  coins.  For 
the  first  time,  a  meaningful  data  base  of  information  on  these  counterfeits  has  been 
assembled  for  comparison  and  identification  of  new  counterfeit  die  marriages. 

It  is  well  known  that  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  collectors  have  led  other  numismatists 
in  the  study  of  contemporary  counterfeit  coins.  I  believe  the  primary  reason  for  this 
is  the  large  number  of  counterfeit  19'^  century  half  dollars  that  have  always  been 
available  to  study  and  collect.  Keith  Davignon  published  a  die  marriage  identification 
manual  for  these  interesting  pieces  of  history  in  1996.  He  had  been  collecting  and 
studying  these  counterfeit  halves  for  decades  before  deciding  to  publish  his  work. 
Interestingly  enough,  the  dates  on  bogus  Bust  halves  are  known  through  1842,  well 
into  the  life  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design. 

In  his  book,  Davignon  listed  the  1 88  die  marriages  known  to  him  at  that  time.  Like 
most  works  of  this  kind,  as  soon  a  book  is  published,  collectors  came  fon^/ard  with 
new  discoveries.  This  influx  of  new  discoveries  resulted  in  the  publication  of  a  second 
edition  of  the  book  in  2010  that  was  edited  by  Richard  Irons.  The  counterfeit  count 
now  reached  an  amazing  339  die  marriages  and  more  are  still  being  added  to  the 
listing!  There  are  currently  353  counterfeit  die  marriages  known  for  Bust  halves,  of 
which  285  are  die  struck. 

The  Davignon  effort  was  not  the  first  book  to  detail  the  existence  of  bogus  half 
dollars.  J.  L.  Riddell,  the  melter  and  refiner  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  published,  A 
Monograph  of  the  Silver  Dollar,  Good  and  Bad  in  1 845,  identifying  many  counterfeit 
Mexican  8  Reales  offered  to  the  Mint  for  smelting.  He  also  had  a  chapter  identifying 
numerous  Capped  Bust  halves  that  were  also  counterfeit. 


Contemporary  Counterfeit  1856  Quarter 
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A  half  dollar  was  the  average  daily  wage  for  a  laborer  In  the  1 830s  and  represented 
a  significant  amount  of  money.  If  the  counterfeiter  was  successful  in  passing  his 
creations  to  a  mostly  illiterate  public,  he  could  live  comfortably  from  the  proceeds. 
Because  of  the  extent  of  these  counterfeiting  activities  during  this  period  in  American 
history,  the  existence  of  these  bogus  pieces  has  been  known  and  documented  for 
over  1 50  years. 

The  information  available  to  the  collector  of  bogus  Liberty  Seated  coinage  is  much 
more  limited  in  scope  and  completeness.  This  would  likely  be  due  to  the  smaller 
number  of  pieces  in  existence  during  the  latter  part  of  the  1 9'"  century.  With  a  smaller 
population  of  counterfeit  coins  circulating  through  business  channels  at  this  time, 
there  was  no  need  for  a  book  to  help  merchants  identify  spurious  pieces.  Merchants 
of  the  era  were  much  too  busy  attempting  to  keep  track  of  the  mounds  of  counter- 
feit, raised  denomination,  and  failed  bank  notes  of  the  antebellum  period.  A  stray 
counterfeit  dime,  quarter  or  half  dollar  was  the  least  of  their  worries.  This  change  in 
focus  by  the  merchants  of  the  period  created  an  opportunity  for  the  counterfeiter  of 
Liberty  Seated  style  coinage  to  pass  a  few  homemade  pieces. 

I  recently  acquired  an  1856  Liberty  Seated  quarter  that  was  obviously  a  counter- 
feit. I  began  my  quest  to  find  out  if  it  was  a  known  die  marriage.  I  checked  the  LSCC 
website  www.lsccweb.org  for  more  information.  There  is  a  section  of  the  website 
dedicated  to  contemporary  counterfeits.  I  searched  the  quarter  section  and  found  no 
listing  for  an  1856  Philadelphia  mint  quarter.  I  also  made  sure  that  my  piece  did  not 
share  a  common  reverse  with  any  other  issue.  After  studying  the  counterfeit  quarters 
listed  on  the  LSCC  website,  I  am  confident  that  my  coin  represents  a  die  marriage 
struck  from  two  previously  unknown  hand  cut  dies. 

The  counterfeit  1 856  quarter  that  I  recently  purchased  has  the  same  look  as  many 
of  the  counterfeit  half  dollars  produced  in  the  1 830s.  I  believe  the  composition  of  my 
new  purchase  to  be  German  silver,  a  combination  of  60%  copper,  20%  nickel,  and 
20%  zinc.  It  has  that  greasy  feeling  associated  with  bogus  pieces  of  that  era.  The 
weight  is  light,  5.69  grams  compared  to  the  standard  of  6.68  grams.  It  was  struck 
from  handmade  dies  but  came  out  slightly  egg  shaped.  The  edge  is  fairty  evenly 
reeded,  indicating  that  it  was  likely  struck  in  a  collar.  Only  a  comparison  with  other 
pieces  from  these  same  dies  could  confirm  this  hypothesis.  The  minimum  diameter  is 
24.07mm  and  the  maximum  is  24.53mm.  This  compares  to  the  standard  of  24.3mm 
for  an  original  United  States  Mint  quarter  of  this  period. 

The  obverse  of  my  new  counterfeit  quarter  is  weakly  executed  with  very  little  detail 
on  Miss  Liberty.  The  date  is  clear  and  well  done.  The  13  stars  are  spindly  and  the 
dentils  are  uneven  from  the  oblong  strike.  This  piece  could  easily  appear  to  be  just 
another  well-worn  coin  in  circulation. 

The  reverse  of  this  piece  is  more  crudely  executed  than  the  obverse.  The  lettering 
Is  uneven  in  size  and  spacing.  The  letters  TATE  in  STATES  are  joined  solidly  at  their 
bases  as  are  the  letters  AMER  in  AMERICA.  The  A  in  QUAR  has  no  crossbar  in  the 
center  and  there  appears  to  be  no  period  after  DOL.  Again,  like  the  obverse,  the 
central  device  is  poorly  struck  showing  little  detail  for  comparison. 

Collectors  of  Broken  Banknotes  of  the  era  make  counterfeit  and  raised  value  notes 
a  part  of  their  collection.  Someday  perhaps  collectors  of  Mint  produced  coins  will 
accept  these  "currency  substitutes"  as  part  of  regular  collections.  Until  then,  con- 
temporary counterfeit  Liberty  Seated  coinage  will  remain  an  interesting  and  puzzling 
part  of  the  history  of  money  in  the  United  States. 
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Upon  What  Exactly  is  Liberty  Seated? 

by 

David  W.  Lange 

When  describing  the  features  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage  numismatists  have  al- 
ways referred  to  the  base  upon  which  Liberty  sits  as  a  rock,  but  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  is  not  an  accurate  interpretation  of  the  basic  design  for  these 
beautiful  1 9th  century  silver  coins.  I'm  speaking  not  of  theflat  base  appearing  beneath 
Liberty's  foot,  but  rather  the  projecting  mass  that  is  seen  to  the  left  of  the  shield.  I 
believe  that  this  is  not  a  rock,  but  instead  her  bunched  up  gown  resting  upon  some 
unseen  support  such  as  a  chair  or  stool.  This  feature  does  not  have  the  contour  of 
a  rock,  but  instead  it  has  folds  somewhat  similar  to  those  seen  suspended  from  her 
legs.  It  is  obvious  where  fabric  from  her  gown  covers  her  legs,  but  it  is  not  clear  what 
has  become  of  the  remainder  of  her  gown  that  is  not  supported  by  her  outstretched 
legs.  Over  time  I've  come  to  believe  that  the  wrinkled  mass  behind  her  torso  and  to 
the  left  of  the  shield  is  part  of  Liberty's  gown. 

Several  books  have  reproduced  various  sketches  that  were  created  as  proposals 
for  the  "American  Britannia"  envisioned  by  Mint  Director  Robert  M.  Patterson.  These 
sketches  provide  some  clues  that  reveal  the  progression  of  Liberty's  supporting 
device.  Furthermore,  in  a  letter  dated  October  15,  1835  to  Treasury  Secretary  Levi 
Woodbury,  Mint  Director  Patterson  describes  his  efforts  in  redesigning  United  States 
silver  coinage.  Within  this  letter  Patterson  includes  instructions  given  to  Thomas  Sully 
in  creating  a  new  design  as  follows:  "The  round  form  of  the  coin,  and  the  small  size, 
and  the  practical  necessity  of  covering  as  much  of  the  face  as  possible,  seem  to 
require  that  the  figure  be  in  a  sitting  posture,  -  sitting,  for  example,  on  a  rock."^ 

The  simple  sketch  by  William  Kneass  is  too  vague  to  be  of  much  help,  but  a  painting 
by  Titian  Peale  portrays  Liberty  seated  upon  an  ornate  chair.  The  massed  fabric  of  her 
gown  is  clearly  shown  in  a  pile  atop  the  chair's  armrest.  The  model  ultimately  created 


1839  Gobrecht  Dollar, 
Judd-104,  showing  a  large 
mass  to  the  left  of  the  shield. 
This  area  appears  similar  to  the 
drapery  folds  of  the  gown  over 
Liberty's  outstretched  legs. 
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1835  William  Kneass  Concept  Drawing  for  Liberty  Seated  Coinage 
This  is  a  rough  sketch  with  the  seated  figure  facing  the  opposite  direction 
from  the  eventual  design.  (Library  Company  of  Philadelphia) 


Titian  Peale  Oil  Painting  circa  1835 
Liberty  is  seated  on  an  ornate  chair,  and  the  image  has  many  features  similar 
to  the  design  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  (American  Philosophical  Society 

Library  in  Philadelphia) 
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by  Christian  Gobrecht  for  1836  silver  dollars  most  closely  matches  this  painting  in 
style  and  in  the  orientation  of  the  figure,  but  the  supporting  chair  has  been  omitted. 
This  design  was  subsequently  adapted  for  dimes  and  half  dimes  of  1837,  quarter 
dollars  of  1 838  and  half  dollars  of  1 839.  On  the  latter.  Liberty's  bounteous  derriere  was 
scaled  down  a  bit  before  the  end  of  the  year,  providing  collectors  with  two  varieties 
that  are  usually  distinguished  by  the  absence  or  presence  of  an  additional  fold  of 
drapery  at  her  elbow.  The  reduced  size  of  the  so-called  rock  is  seldom  noted. 

The  Thomas  Sully  drawing  of  Seated  Liberty  further  reduced  this  mass,  making 
it  even  less  rock-like.  Liberty  was  perched  in  a  more  upright  position,  with  the  entire 
composition  being  better  balanced  within  the  circular  frame.  It  was  this  drawing  that 
became  the  basis  for  the  reworking  of  Gobrecht's  models  by  Robert  Hughes  in  1 840. 
Adapted  to  nearly  all  of  the  silver  denominations  in  midyear,  the  half  dollar  was,  for 
some  reason,  overtooked.  Perhaps,  it  was  believed  that  the  minor  addition  of  drapery 
to  Liberty's  elbow  during  1 839  would  suffice,  since  this  feature  in  a  more  distinctive 
form  was  characteristic  of  the  new  models  by  Hughes.  The  half  dollar  alone  remained 
as  Gobrecht  created  it  in  1 839  and  would,  for  the  next  50  years,  stand  apart  from  the 
design  of  the  other  denominations. 

In  conclusion,  I  believe  that  it's  time  for  numismatic  writers  to  stop  describing 
Liberty  as  seated  upon  a  rock,  since  no  such  object  is  visible.  It  may  be  that  she  is 
indeed  seated  upon  a  natural  projection,  but  this  is  not  evident  from  the  design  seen 
on  the  coins.  I'm  fairly  certain  that  what  passes  for  a  rock  to  the  left  of  the  shield  is, 
in  fact,  a  continuation  of  her  gown. 

The  illustrations  presented  in  this  article,  as  well  as  many  others  leading  up  to 
the  Liberty  Seated  coinage,  were  collectively  published  in  1991  in  an  article  by  the 
late  Executive  Director  of  the  National  Numismatic  Collection,  Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli, 
as  part  of  the  ANA's  Centennial  Anthology.^  This  is  a  wonderful  reference  book  of 
collected  research  that  has  been  unjustly  forgotten  in  recent  years  and  is  well  worth 
obtaining  from  numismatic  booksellers. 


1868  Liberty  Seated  Dollar  with  a  reduced  mass  to  the  left  of  the  shield. 
The  features  of  this  area  resemble  drapery  folds  rather  than  a  rock. 
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Christian  Gobrecht  Drawing 
circa  1835 
This  drawing  shows  the 
seated  figure  with  many 
features  similar  to  those 
seen  on  the  coinage  as 
struck.  Major  differences 
occur  in  the  position  of 

Liberty's  hand  on  the  shield 
and  with  only  the  letters 

LIBER  on  the  scroll  across 
the  shield.  (Smithsonian 
institution) 


Thomas  Sully  Drawing 
circa  1835 

Major  differences  occur 
in  the  position  of  Liberty's 

hand  on  the  shield  and 
with  only  the  letters  LIBER 

on  the  scroll  across  the 
shield.  Very  similar  to  the 
Christian  Gobrecht  drawing 
illustrated  above.  (Library 
Company  of  Philadelphia) 
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A  Tribute  to  Jack  Marston 
The  Gift  of  Numismatic  Research 


Liberty  Seated  collectors  have  always  appreciated  detailed  studies  of  Seated 
coinage  but  are  even  more  excited  by  the  publication  of  this  research  for  the  benefit 
of  all  Seated  collectors.  Since  the  release  of  scholarly  books  on  Seated  half  dimes, 
dimes,  quarters  and  half  dollars  In  the  early  1 990s,  readers  have  gained  new  insights 
into  the  many  interesting  varieties  in  each  of  these  series.  These  books  expanded 
the  interest  in  Seated  coinage  and  helped  to  promote  variety  research  on  these 
beautiful  silver  coins  over  the  next  20  years. 

Research  studies  on  the  early  half  dimes  from  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  helped 
to  create  many  fast  friendships  while  scholars  worked  to  discover  the  secrets  of  these 
fascinating  coins.  Bill  Harmon  contributed  greatly  to  the  knowledge  on  1848-0  half 
dimes  with  his  landmark  articles  on  this  issue  and  later  with  his  contributions  to  our 
research  on  1840-O  half  dimes.  When  a  club  member  asked  Bill  why  he  did  not  do 
a  detailed  study  of  the  entire  Seated  half  dimes  series,  he  replied  that  it  took  him  ten 
years  just  to  complete  his  work  on  1848-0  half  dimes. 

Bill  Harmon's  comments  on  numismatic  research  were  not  lost  on  Jack  Marston. 
Both  of  these  individuals  had  a  gift  for  quiet  intense  study.  First,  half  dimes  are  them- 
selves small  so  most  research  on  this  series  is  done  with  magnification.  Second, 
as  most  collectors  have  discovered  since  1990,  the  early  dates  have  proven  to  be 
far  scarcer  than  we  all  realized.  For  a  new  study  on  the  1839-0  half  dime  we  had 
assumed  that  there  would  always  be  pieces  readily  available  for  study  because  this 
issue  had  a  mintage  of  over  a  million  pieces.  We  went  searching  at  shows  for  all  of 
the  coins  of  this  date  that  we  could  find.  We  had  two  great  half  dime  reference  texts 
in  the  books  by  D.W.  Valentine  and  Al  BIythe.  This  new  study  required  reviewing  the 
earlier  photographs  and  descriptions  of  the  die  marriages  listed  by  these  authors 


Jack  Marston  and  his  wife  Liz 
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and  trying  to  establish  a  possible  emission  sequence  for  the  die  marriages  they  de- 
scribed. We  now  had  to  find  high  grade  pieces  to  study  and  to  record  more  details 
about  their  die  states.  Valentine  noted  six  die  marriages  for  the  1 839-0  half  dime  but 
through  extensive  research  over  a  period  of  ten  years  Jack  was  able  to  identify  a 
total  of  1 3  die  marriages  for  this  date.  As  a  final  step  it  would  take  him  many  hours  of 
intense  study  to  string  these  marriages  together  and  accurately  establish  a  possible 
emission  sequence  for  the  coins  of  this  issue. 

As  a  way  to  advance  the  research  on  1839-0  half  dimes  club  members  were 
asked  to  bring  all  of  their  coins  of  this  date  to  an  LSCC  meeting  for  review  and  study. 
This  effort  brought  out  over  1 00  examples  of  the  1 839-0  half  dime  for  evaluation  by 
the  numismatic  scholars  in  attendance.  Several  new  varieties  were  identified  at  this 
session  which  helped  advance  the  research  on  this  date  more  quickly  toward  the 
13  die  marriages  that  are  currently  known. 

It  is  one  thing  to  do  solitary  research  but  quite  another  to  work  with  borrowed  pieces 
or  from  the  notes  and  observations  of  other  numismatic  scholars.  Jack  was  unable 
to  travel  across  country  to  attend  the  club  meeting  when  the  1 839-0  half  dimes  were 
gathered  together  for  study  and  only  saw  a  work  sheet  that  Stephen  Grain  had  pre- 
pared from  this  research  session.  Regardless,  driven  by  his  passion  for  this  research, 
Jack  took  the  time  to  piece  together  an  emission  sequence  for  the  1 3  die  marriages 
of  the  1839-0  half  dime  and  present  the  details  of  his  research  in  his  remarkable  25 
page  article  The  1839-0  Half  Dimes  that  was  published  in  Issue  #1 1 2  of  the  journal 
in  November  201 1 . 1  had  countless  meetings  with  Jack  during  which  we  compared 
and  tested  our  current  thoughts  on  his  research  but  he  really  took  this  task  on  and 
made  it  his  mission  to  finish  this  important  work  on  the  1839-0  half  dime. 

Sometimes  numismatic  scholars,  due  to  a  lack  of  available  pieces,  have  to  sepa- 
rate out  the  die  identifiers  one  by  one,  systematically  note  each  die  difference  and 
develop  a  method  for  recording  these  differences.  Gerry  Fortin  used  photographs  as 
a  benchmark  for  comparison  in  his  work  on  Seated  dimes.  Jack  on  the  other  hand 
progressed  in  his  research  by  taking  meticulous  notes  and  measurements  that  he 
developed  for  each  date  that  he  worked  on. 

However,  the  research  is  only  one  part  of  being  a  successful  numismatic  scholar. 
It  takes  special  talents  for  an  individual  to  then  transcribe  and  unify  the  main  ideas 
of  his  research  into  an  article  fit  for  publication.  Jack  Marston  had  this  gift  and  used 
it  willingly  for  the  benefit  of  other  collectors  to  advance  the  available  knowledge  on 
Liberty  Seated  coinage.  The  completion  of  his  latest  article  on  1839-0  half  dimes 
was  remarkable  when  you  consider  that  his  health  began  to  deteriorate  over  the  last 
couple  of  years.  He  had  been  diagnosed  with  Lou  Gehrig's  disease  but  still  took  the 
time  to  diligently  finish  his  last  article  on  1839-0  half  dimes  before  he  passed  away 
a  few  months  ago. 

Jack  Marston  had  another  special  gift!  It  was  the  gift  to  be  a  truly  remarkable  friend 
who  would  willingly  interrupt  his  work  and  discuss  coins.  He  had  a  passion  for  new 
discoveries  and  was  truly  dedicated  to  passing  on  his  work  to  interested  collectors 
of  Seated  coinage. 

Jack  would  tell  you  that  there  was  still  much  more  to  be  discovered.  He  was  still 
working  on  several  projects  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  wanted  everyone  to  know  there 
were  other  dates  that  still  needed  to  be  studied  by  dedicated  numismatic  scholars. 

Kevin  Zeitler 
LSCC  #1511 
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Reminiscing  with  Randy  Wiley 

by 

Dennis  Fortier 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  during  the  ANA  Convention  in  August  201 1 ,  Randy 
Wiley  was  inducted  into  the  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame.  Since  Randy  was  not  able  to  attend 
the  Convention,  his  good  friend  and  numismatic  partner  Bill  Bugert  accepted  the 
plaque  for  him.  The  Hall  of  Fame  plaque  was  presented  to  Randy  by  Bill  Bugert  at 
the  Baltimore  Coin  Expo  during  November  201 1 .  I  attended  the  LSCC  meeting  at 
the  Baltimore  show  where  Randy  Wiley  received  his  plaque  and  listened  as  he  gave 
a  very  emotional  and  humble  acceptance  speech.  After  the  meeting  I  approached 
Randy  in  hopes  of  getting  him  to  sign  my  copy  of  "The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dollars"  that  he  co-authored  with  Bill  Bugert. 

Randy  stated  that  "he  is  always  honored  to  sign  their  book".  As  the  room  cleared 
out  Randy  and  I  naturally  talked  about  Seated  half  dollars,  and  just  as  naturally  we 
showed  each  other  some  of  our  coins.  I  don't  know  if  it  was  the  happenstance  of 
getting  his  Hall  of  Fame  plaque  or  that  he  had  perhaps  reached  that  point  in  his  life 
where  he  enjoyed  reflecting  back  on  his  numismatic  accomplishments,  but  whatever 
the  impetus,  Randy  was  in  a  reflective  mood. 

I  had  only  met  Randy  once  or  twice  before!  What  conversation  we  had  was  with  a 
group  of  people  so  I  could  not  claim  a  close  friendship  with  him  prior  to  this  experi- 
ence. Randy  wanted  to  talk,  and  perhaps  he  needed  someone  to  listen.  I  had  a  very 
tight  schedule  that  day  including  some  important  LSCC  club  business  that  I  was 
eager  to  discuss.  But  as  Randy  began  to  talk  of  his  accomplishments,  regrets,  and 
opportunities  taken  or  missed,  I  soon  realized  that  there  was  nothing  I  had  to  do  that 
was  more  important  than  to  sit  and  listen  to  him  reflect  on  a  forty  year  numismatic 
career  for  just  as  long  as  he  wanted  to  talk. 

Randy  began  his  collecting  career  like  most  of  us,  by  collecting  out  of  circulation. 
In  the  early  1960s  silver  was  still  being  produced  for  circulation  and  Randy  would 
cash  his  pay  check  and  get  rolls  of  half  dollars.  He  indicated  that  he  was  interested 
in  half  dollars  from  the  very  beginning.  Randy  said:  "I  was  cashing  my  paychecks  for 
half  dollars  in  1 963. 1  had  taken  nearly  complete  sets  of  Franklin  and  Walking  Liberty 
half  dollars  from  circulation.  Sometime  in  the  1 963  to  1 964  time  frame,  I  showed  these 
sets  to  my  mother's  parents.  At  that  time,  my  grandfather  pulled  out  an  old  tobacco 
pouch  which  contained  some  coins  that  he  had  pulled  out  of  circulation  while  work- 
ing in  a  bank  many  years  ago.  Among  the  coins  in  this  leather  pouch  were  ten  Bust 
half  dollars  in  VF  to  AU  condition  with  beautiful  patina  from  their  long  storage  in 
the  pouch.  I  think  this  was  the  time  that  I  started  collecting  Barber  half  dollars  as  I 
wanted  to  link  my  later  date  half  dollars  to  the  ones  shown  to  me  by  my  grandfather.  I 
enlisted  in  the  Navy  in  1 965.  My  grandfather  died  in  1 966  and  my  grandmother  died 
in  1967.  During  estate  settlement  my  mother  and  her  siblings  picked  from  among 
various  items  that  had  been  appraised.  For  one  of  my  mother's  picks,  she  chose 
the  ten  Bust  half  dollars  that  were  appraised  at  $100.  She  gave  them  to  me  when 
I  was  discharged  from  the  Navy  in  1969."  This  opened  up  a  new  area  of  collecting 
for  Randy.  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  held  no  interest  for  him  as  yet.  The  length  of 
the  series  he  said  was  too  daunting. 
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It  wasn't  until  the  early  1970s  that  Randy  took  up  the  challenge  that  would  mark 
his  numismatic  career,  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars.  Randy  joined  LSCC  in  1976  as 
member  #251 .  In  our  conversation  he  remarked  on  the  information  available  at  that 
time  relative  to  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  as  being  sparse,  difficult  to  decipher,  and 
often  conflicting.  This  difficulty  in  determining  the  exactness  of  his  holdings  along 
with  his  personal  bent  on  knowing  all  he  could  about  the  coins  he  so  loved  motivated 
Randy  into  greater  scholarly  study  of  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series. 

To  this  end  Randy  met  a  kindred  soul  in  Bill  Bugert.  In  the  early  1980s  the  two 
formed  a  lifelong  friendship  and  numismatic  partnership  that  has  become  part  of 
numismatic  history.  Randy  readily  admits  to  driving  his  good  friend  Bill  Bugert  crazy. 
Randy  would  not  publish  anything  until  he  knew  everything,  99%  was  not  good 
enough.  For  some  numismatists  far  less  was  acceptable,  they  would  simply  gloss 
over  what  they  did  not  know  or  make  guesses;  that  was  not  for  Randy  Wiley.  Guess 
work  was  never  a  substitute  for  solid  facts  proved  by  comparative  observation  and 
definitive  research  through  Mint  records. 

It  was  Randy  Wiley  who  mapped  out  the  fifteen  different  die  marriages  of  the  his- 
toric 1 861  -0  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar,  determined  their  die  marriage  sequence,  and 
the  issuing  authorities  (United  States,  State  of  Louisiana,  and  Confederate  States  of 
America)  for  each.  This  work  earned  him  the  James  B.  Pryor  Numismatic  Research 
Award.  In  his  Hall  of  Fame  acceptance  speech.  Randy  humbly  reflected  that  he  had 
not  done  as  much  as  the  others  who  had  been  so  honored  and  thereby  felt  somewhat 
unworthy.  We  who  know  Randy  and  his  work  of  course  feel  differently. 

In  1993  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  published  their  ground  breaking  work,  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars.  Prior  to  this  work  there  was  very  little 
reference  material  for  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  collectors  to  use.  In  the  time  since, 
WB  numbers  from  their  book  have  become  the  standard  reference  throughout  the 
hobby.  How  many  numismatists  can  say  as  much? 

Randy's  pursuit  of  excellence  has  also  demonstrated  itself  in  his  personal  col- 
lection. Today  his  collection  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  is  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  complete  in  the  world.  The  remarkable  achievements  of  Randy  Wiley  cannot 
be  overstated.  Few  numismatists  have  attained  his  combination  of  series  knowledge 
and  collecting  excellence  in  any  numismatic  discipline. 

While  we  spoke  I  could  not  help  but  notice  a  certain  sadness  in  Randy's  demeanor. 
There  is  an  occupational  hazard  to  collecting;  that  being  the  need  to  continually  ac- 
quire that  next  great  coin  for  your  collection.  When  someone  has  attained  Randy's 
level  of  excellence  and  accomplishments  in  a  series  it  is  not  easy  to  up-grade  and 
impossible  to  start  over  in  some  other  numismatic  field.  You  might  say  he  is  a  victim 
of  his  own  success. 

While  there  are  few  options  for  Randy  to  improve  his  collection  there  still  remains 
a  great  deal  of  information  that  he  can  pass  along  to  us.  Currently  Randy  is  working 
on  a  condition  census  for  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars.  This  work  will  be  the  culmina- 
tion of  decades  of  study  while  using  a  massive  library  of  auction  catalogs  and  other 
records.  Not  many  of  us  have  the  acumen  to  produce  such  a  work  and  it  will  be  a 
great  benefit  to  the  entire  collecting  community  for  many  years  to  come. 

What  Randy  has  done,  and  continues  to  do,  with  his  perseverance  to  know  as 
many  facts  as  possible,  is  to  leave  a  record  of  certainty  for  those  of  us  who  follow 
that  can  be  set  in  stone.  No  guesses,  no  surmises,  no  assumptions!  Simple  hon- 
est scholarly  facts  that  speak  not  only  for  themselves,  but  speak  to  Randy  Wiley's 
personal  search  for  truth. 
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In  the  years  to  come  I  will  from  time  to  time  reflect  on  the  one  quiet  hour  I  spent 
with  Randy  Wiley  and  how  honored  I  felt  to  be  admitted  into  his  inner  circle  of 
personal  reflection  and  friendship.  We  are  all  more  than  collectors  of  coins,  we  are 
people;  people  with  hopes,  and  dreams,  and  aspirations.  Randy  Wiley  has  no  doubt 
exceeded  his  own  numismatic  dreams  and  aspirations.  He  has  shown  us  a  great 
example  of  what  can  be  accomplished  in  numismatics.  Randy  has  also  shown  us 
his  humble  and  gracious  nature  by  the  way  he  has  received  our  acknowledgement 
of  his  accomplishments.  We  his  friends  and  numismatic  associates  are  better  for 
knowing  him  and  the  hobby  is  better  for  his  hard  work,  distinguished  passion,  and 
dogged  determination  for  precise  facts. 


Update  on  the  Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dollar  Variety  Books 

As  many  of  you  know  I  am  writing  a  series  of  reference  books  detailing  all  of  the 
die  marriages  for  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series.  My  latest  book,  A  Register  of 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  Volume  III,  New  Orleans  Branch  l^int,  1840-0  to  1853-0 
NA  was  published  last  summer.  In  fact  the  last  three  volumes  have  been  published 
one  per  year  in  the  spring/summer  timeframe.  Since  it  is  past  the  date  when  it 
normally  would  be  published,  I  want  to  give  club  members  a  status  report  on  the 
next  volume. 

Volume  IV  will  complete  the  New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  half  dollar  die  marriages 
1 853-0  WA  to  1 861  -O;  this  volume  will  also  complete  the  mintmarked  Liberty  Seated 
half  dollar  die  marriages.  This  volume  has  been  delayed  for  various  reasons  but 
mainly  for  the  additional  research  that  was  needed.  Through  the  generosity  of  Mike 
Lloyd,  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  borrow  his  1854-0  half  dollar  reference 
set.  As  you  may  recall,  Mike  wrote  the  book  The  Varieties  of  1854  New  Orleans  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dollars  which  has  become  the  standard  reference  for  this  date.  Mike's 
groundwork  eased  my  difficulties  in  documenting  the  die  marriages  for  this  date. 
Documenting  the  die  marriages  for  the  1858-0  half  dollar  also  created  difficulties 
because  of  the  vast  number  involved.  Randy  Wiley  and  Dick  Osburn  took  on  the 
task  of  identifying  all  of  the  known  die  marriages  for  this  date.  Their  massive  effort 
on  the  1858-0  half  dollar  and  Randy's  award  winning  research  on  the  1861-0  half 
dollar  will  be  incorporated  into  Volume  IV. 

In  all,  I  expect  to  document  nearly  200  die  marriages  in  Volume  IV.  This  new 
volume  will  be  in  the  same  format  as  Volume  III  and  I  expect  it  to  be  available  by 
Christmas  2012.  I  wish  to  thank  my  faithful  followers  for  purchasing  the  previous 
volumes  and  I  hope  you  will  consider  adding  Volume  IV  to  your  library  when  it 
becomes  available. 

Bill  Bugert 
LSCC  #455 
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A  Letter  from  the  President 


During  the  1970s  Kam  Ahwash  was  a  well  known  dealer  who  specialized  in  the 
buying  and  selling  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  He  had  a  number  of  pronninent  clients 
for  whom  he  was  building  Liberty  Seated  collections  and  attended  most  numismatic 
auctions  and  conventions  held  around  the  country  searching  for  rare  numismatic 
items.  Kam  was  also  interested  in  studying  Liberty  Seated  coinage  and  recognized 
that  very  little  research  had  been  done  on  these  beautiful  silver  coins  from  the  19"" 
century.  He  therefore  called  a  meeting  of  interested  collectors  at  the  ANA  Conven- 
tion at  Bal  Harbour,  Florida  in  August  1974  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  publication 
where  numismatic  scholars  could  report  their  research  findings  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  Seven  interested  collectors  attended  this  first  meeting  and  Kam  Ahwash 
was  selected  as  the  first  President  of  the  new  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club. 

Kam  published  three  20  page  issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  during  the  club's 
first  year  but  indicated  that  he  would  be  unable  to  continue  in  this  capacity  because 
of  the  demands  of  his  numismatic  business.  In  Issue  #3  of  the  journal  I  had  written 
an  article  describing  how  rare  early  Carson  City  dimes  could  be  authenticated  simply 
by  their  wide  gauge  reeding  that  was  unique  to  coins  from  the  Carson  City  mint. 
The  article  went  on  to  describe  the  different  reeding  gauges  that  were  used  at  each 
minting  facility.  Kam  must  have  been  impressed  because  he  asked  me  to  take  over 
his  position  as  President  of  LSCC  and  to  serve  as  Editor  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 
I  indicated  that  I  would  serve  as  President  and  Editor  for  one  year  but  I  found  that 
I  enjoyed  my  work  while  reviewing  the  copy  and  creating  the  layout  for  each  issue 
of  the  journal.  I  have  continued  to  serve  as  club  President  over  the  years  and  have 
now  published  three  issues  of  the  journal  every  year  for  the  past  37  years.  I  have  felt 
privileged  to  have  had  the  opportunity  to  help  Liberty  Seated  scholars  present  their 
numismatic  studies  for  other  collectors  to  enjoy  and  believe  that  LSCC  has  greatly 
expanded  the  available  literature  on  Seated  coinage  over  these  many  years. 

It  has  been  a  very  difficult  year  for  me  while  recovering  from  prostate  surgery  on 
November  14'^  of  this  past  year  but  I  was  able  to  get  Issue  #1 12  in  the  mail  to  all 
club  members  with  only  a  minor  delay  of  about  two  weeks.  I  was  able  to  resume 
my  regular  numismatic  duties  while  working  on  Issue  #1 13  of  the  journal  and  was 
able  to  get  it  in  the  mail  on  schedule  during  March  2012.  However,  this  was  no  easy 
task  when  you  consider  that  on  January  21='  my  wife  Norma  was  seriously  injured 
when  she  was  struck  by  a  car  while  walking  through  a  parking  lot  after  an  ice  storm. 
She  suffered  a  very  painful  pelvic  fracture  that  required  a  month  of  rehabilitation  at 
a  nursing  home  just  so  that  she  could  acquire  enough  skills  to  return  home.  Some- 
how I  managed  to  keep  functioning  at  home  while  getting  the  March  issue  out  to 
the  membership  on  schedule. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  those  club  members  who  sent  cards  and 
messages  to  both  of  us  with  words  of  encouragement  for  speedy  recoveries.  Norma 
and  I  will  be  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Philadelphia  in  August  to  thank  all  those  mem- 
bers in  attendance  for  their  support  in  helping  us  recover  during  this  trying  time. 

John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 
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CERTIFIED  LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS  FOR  SALE 

1 841  NGC  AU55,  deep  original  toning  $1 850 

1 842  PCGS  MS61 ,  super  eye  appeal  (PQ)   2850 

1846-0  NGC  AU55,  original  toning   2850 

1 847  NGC  AU58,  original  toning  1 850 

1 848  PCGS  AU50,  original  toning   2350 

1849  NGC  AU58,  original  toning  1850 

1 850  NGC  AU58,  light  toning   4550 

1850-O  NGC  EF45,  original  toning   2500 

1 853  NGC  AU55,  original  toning   2500 

1855  ICG  MS60,  light  toning  (PQ)   9400 

1 857  ANACS  AU50,  well  struck   2350 

1861  ICG  MS62,  original  toning  (PQ)   5800 

1 862  ICG  MS62,  golden  toning  (PQ)   5800 

1 867  PCGS  MS61 ,  original  toning  (PQ)   3850 

1870-CC  PCGS  AU50,  deep  original  toning   7250 

1 872-S  PCGS  AU53,  AU58  details,  toned   6700 

1 873  ICG  MS62,  golden  toning  (PQ)   3500 


I  carefully  select  every  coin  that  I  buy  and  sell. 
Five  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original  holders.  Call  for  other  dates. 
Virginia  residents  add  5%  sales  tax.  All  coins  stored  in  bank  vault. 

Trades  Welcome. 

GREG  SHISHMANIAN  •  LSCC  #1494 

P.O.  Box  1534 
Leesburg,  VA  20177 
Telephone:  (703)  779-8785  evenings 

V  ) 
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New  Orleans  Branch  Mint  Coinage,  1838  to  1861 

by 

John  McCioskey 

This  article  will  present  data  on  the  production  of  United  States  coinage  at  the 
New  Orleans  branch  mint  fronn  its  opening  in  1838  to  its  closure  just  prior  to  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  in  1861.  During  this  period  of  24  years  the  New  Orleans 
mint  struck  six  denominations  of  silver  coinage  and  six  denominations  of  gold  coin- 
age with  different  denominations  dominating  production  through  the  years.  Some  of 
the  twelve  denominations  were  produced  during  each  of  the  24  years  under  study 
while  others  were  struck  only  sporadically  at  the  branch  mint.  Historical  documents 
will  not  be  provided  to  justify  the  production  patterns  presented  in  this  article,  but 
rather  historical  data  will  be  presented  to  show  what  coinage  was  actually  produced 
by  the  branch  mint  in  the  decades  prior  to  the  Civil  War 

Following  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Georgia  in  1828  a  number  of  attempts  were 
made  to  bring  the  gold  mined  in  this  region  into  circulation.  Templeton  Reid  in 
Georgia  and  the  Bechtlers  in  North  Carolina  issued  private  gold  coinage  that  was 
widely  accepted  but  it  lacked  the  prestige  of  government  specie.  During  this  period 
all  copper,  silver  and  gold  coinage  was  produced  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  but  its 
distance  from  the  gold  fields  in  Georgia  and  North  Carolina  created  problems  in 
transporting  bullion  to  the  mint. 

Branch  Mint  legislation  passed  by  congress  and  signed  by  President  Jackson 
on  March  3,  1835  provided  for  the  establishment  of  one  branch  mint  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  for  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver,  one  branch  mint  in  the 
city  of  Charlotte,  North  Carolina  for  the  coinage  of  gold  only  and  one  branch  mint 
in  the  city  of  Dahlonega,  Georgia  for  the  coinage  of  gold  only.  The  branch  mints  in 
Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  were  established  specifically  for  the  coinage  of  gold  bul- 
lion extracted  from  the  mines  in  southern  Appalachia  while  the  branch  mint  in  New 
Orleans  was  also  used  to  strike  United  States  silver  coinage  from  Mexican  coins 
offered  to  the  mint  for  smelting. 


1842-0  Dime 

This  issue  represents  almost  half  of  mintage  at  the  Branch  Mint  in  1842. 
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New  Orleans  Silver  Coinage 

Table  1  is  a  listing  of  the  total  mintage  for  silver  United  States  coinage  at  the  New 
Orleans  branch  mint  over  the  24  years  just  prior  to  its  closure  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Civil  War  in  1 861 .  This  table  also  shows  the  percentage  of  the  yearly  mintage  for 
each  denomination  struck  at  the  branch  mint  during  each  year.  The  table  reveals 
that  the  smallest  yearly  mintage  was  slightly  less  than  half  a  million  silver  coins 
during  the  mint's  first  year  of  operation  in  1 838.  The  table  shows  that  just  over  85% 
of  these  coins  were  dimes  while  nearly  15%  were  half  dimes.  The  dimes  and  half 
dimes  produced  during  this  year  were  No  Stars  1838-0  Liberty  Seated  coins  and 
the  first  issues  from  the  new  branch  mint.  There  were  also  20  half  dollars  produced 
during  this  first  year  of  operation.  These  were  all  1838-0  Bust  half  dollars  with  the 
New  Orleans  mintmark  appearing  on  the  obverse  above  the  date. 

The  production  of  silver  coinage  at  the  branch  mint  increased  dramatically  in  1 839 
with  the  striking  of  over  two  and  a  half  million  pieces.  Over  one  million  half  dimes  were 
produced  as  well  as  a  slightly  larger  number  of  dimes.  The  half  dimes  and  dimes 
were  all  1839-0  Liberty  Seated  coins  struck  from  No  Drapery  obverses  with  thirteen 
stars  added  by  hand  in  an  arc  around  the  periphery.  There  were  also  178,976  half 
dollars  produced  during  this  year  but  these  1839-0  coins  were  all  struck  from  Bust 
obverses  with  the  New  Orleans  mintmark  appearing  above  the  date. 

The  striking  of  silver  coinage  continued  to  grow  during  the  third  year  of  operation 
at  the  new  branch  mint.  More  than  three  million  silver  coins  were  produced  in  1840 
including  a  total  of  more  than  two  million  Liberty  Seated  dimes  and  half  dimes.  The 
quarter  was  produced  for  the  first  time  with  the  striking  of  425,200  Liberty  Seated 
coins  of  this  denomination.  The  half  dollar  had  been  produced  during  the  two  previous 
years  in  New  Orleans  but  these  had  been  coins  struck  from  Bust  dies.  In  1840  the 
New  Orleans  branch  mint  struck  855,100  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars.  Most  of  these 
coins  were  struck  from  Liberty  Seated  dies  showing  the  seated  figure  of  Liberty  on 
the  obverse  and  an  eagle  with  a  shield  over  its  breast  and  the  New  Orteans  mintmark 
on  the  reverse  below  the  eagle.  In  a  few  cases  an  1840  Liberty  Seated  obverse  die 
was  paired  with  a  Bust  reverse  while  striking  coins  of  this  issue.  This  resulted  in  half 
dollars  being  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  without  the  0  mintmark  on  the  obverse 
or  the  reverse.  Fortunately,  numismatic  scholars  have  found  ways  to  distinguish  the 
Bust  reverse  from  the  Seated  reverse  so  that  these  pieces  can  be  properly  identified 
as  coins  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint.  This  problem  never  occurred  with 
the  three  smaller  Liberty  Seated  denominations  because  no  Bust  dies  with  obverse 
mintmarks  were  ever  used  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  to  strike  half  dimes, 
dimes  or  quarters.  The  Liberty  Seated  design  was  introduced  for  coinage  of  these 
denominations  before  they  were  struck  at  the  new  branch  mint  in  New  Orleans. 

The  production  of  silver  coinage  remained  quite  stable  at  the  New  Orleans  branch 
mint  with  total  mintages  ranging  from  two  million  pieces  to  just  over  4  million  coins 
during  each  of  the  thirteen  years  from  1 839  to  1 851 .  The  dime  dominated  the  produc- 
tion of  silver  coinage  at  the  branch  mint  during  its  earliest  years  with  this  denomina- 
tion having  the  largest  mintage  from  1 838  to  1 842.  Then  suddenly  priorities  changed 
with  half  dollars  accounting  for  more  than  half  of  the  silver  coins  produced  at  the 
branch  mint  during  each  of  the  years  from  1 843  to  1 850.  Another  point  of  interest  is 
that  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes,  dimes  and  quarters  were  all  struck  during  each  of  the 
three  years  from  1 840  to  1 842.  Then  surprisingly,  at  least  one  of  these  denominations 
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Table  1 

New  Orleans  Silver  Coinage,  1838  to  1861 
Mintages  as  Percent  of  Total 


Date 

Three 
Cents 

Half 
Dime 

Dime 

Quarter 

Half 
Dollar 

Seated 
Dollar 

Total 
Mintage 

1838-0 

14.70 

85.29 

0.01 

476,054 

1839-0 

40.77 

52.17 

7.06 

2,536,015 

1840-O 

27.58 

34.66 

12.54 

25.22 

3,390,300 

1841-0 

22.17 

54.62 

12.30 

10.91 

3,675,500 

1842-0 

8.55 

49.32 

18.77 

23.36 

4,096,000 

1 843-0 

4.43 

28.59 

66.98 

3,386,000 

1 844-0 

7.42 

24.96 

67.62 

2,965,000 

1 845-0 

9.90 

90.10 

2,324,000 

1846-0 

97.50 

2.50 

2,363,000 

1 847-0 

12.47 

87.53 

2,952,000 

1848-0 

15.87 

84.13 

3,780,000 

1 849-0 

5.06 

10.85 

0.58 

83.51 

^^^^^^ 

2,766,000 

1 850-O 

16.86 

12.46 

9.68 

60.02 

0.98 

4,092,000 

1851-0 

29.15 

34.82 

16.19 

3.56 

16.28 

2,470,000 

1 852-0 

27.96 

46.24 

10.32 

15.48 

930,000 

1 853-0 

38.56 

17.97 

21.77 

21.70 

6,120,000 

1 854-0 

15.51 

17.61 

14.76 

52.12 

10,054,000 

1 855-0 

13.44 

3.94 

82.62 

4,464,000 

1 856-0 

18.62 

19.98 

16.39 

45.01 

5,906,000 

1 857-0 

28.06 

31.32 

23.99 

16.63 

4,918,000 

1858-0 

17.00 

2.97 

5.33 

74.70 

9,764,000 

1859-0 

12.46 

10.68 

5.79 

63.06 

8.01 

4,494,000 

1860-O 

32.19 

1.21 

11.78 

39.18 

15.64 

3,293,000 

1861-0 

100.00 

2,532,633 

Total 

93,747,502 
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was  not  struck  during  each  of  the  following  six  years.  The  reason  for  this  change  in 
priorities  could  have  something  to  do  with  the  dramatic  increase  in  the  production 
of  half  dollars  during  these  years. 

Another  interesting  production  feature  is  that  only  two  silver  denominations  were 
produced  during  each  of  the  four  years  from  1 845  to  1 848.  The  branch  mint  produced 
half  dollars  during  each  of  these  years  and  then  1 845-0  dimes,  1 846-0  Seated  dol- 
lars, 1847-0  quarters  and  1848-0  half  dimes.  I  do  not  have  access  to  any  historical 
documents  that  would  explain  why  half  dimes,  dimes,  quarters  and  Seated  dollars 
were  produced  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  only  once  during  the  four  year  period 
from  1 845  to  1 848.  Many  sources  do  not  report  a  mintage  for  the  1 849-0  quarter  but 
examples  of  this  issue  are  known  to  exist.  It  is  believed  that  approximately  16,000 
pieces  from  the  reported  mintage  of  1 850-O  coins  were  actually  dated  1 849.  For  this 
article  I  have  therefore  deducted  1 6,000  coins  from  the  reported  mintage  for  1 850-O 
quarters  and  listed  them  as  the  mintage  for  1849-0  quarters. 

By  1851  the  silver  content  in  Seated  coinage  made  it  worth  more  than  face  value 
so  that  the  production  of  these  pieces  at  the  branch  mint  began  a  steady  decline. 
More  than  60%  of  the  1851-0  silver  coins  produced  at  the  branch  mint  were  three 
cent  pieces  and  half  dimes  while  more  than  70%  of  the  1 852-0  silver  coins  were  half 
dimes  and  dimes.  Production  of  larger  silver  coins  was  dramatically  reduced  because 
these  pieces  were  more  likely  to  be  melted  for  their  silver  content. 

The  act  of  February  21 ,  1 853  reduced  the  weight  of  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter 
and  half  dollar  so  that  silver  United  States  coinage  would  once  again  circulate  freely 
within  the  business  community.  Production  of  silver  coinage  increased  dramatically 
in  1 853  and  1 854  as  the  branch  mint  struck  large  quantities  of  all  four  denominations 
to  meet  demand  for  small  change.  The  half  dollar  once  again  dominated  the  produc- 
tion of  silver  coinage  with  the  largest  mintages  for  each  of  the  years  from  1854  to 
1859  except  for  1857.  I  do  not  have  access  to  historical  documents  to  explain  why 
the  1 857-0  half  dollar  had  the  lowest  mintage  of  the  four  silver  denominations  struck 
during  this  year  at  the  branch  mint. 

As  a  summary  for  the  production  of  silver  coinage  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
branch  mint  in  New  Orleans  struck  93,747,502  silver  coins  over  a  period  of  24  years 
resulting  in  an  average  of  just  over  3.9  million  coins  per  year.  The  half  dollar  was 


1848-0  Half  Dime 
One  of  only  two  silver  coins  struck  at  the  Branch  Mint  in  1848 
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struck  during  each  of  these  24  years  while  half  dimes,  dimes  and  quarters  were 
struck  during  most  of  the  years  that  the  branch  mint  was  in  operation.  Three  cent 
pieces  were  struck  only  in  1851  while  the  Seated  dollar  was  produced  only  during 
four  years.  This  implies  that  the  half  dime,  dime,  quarter  and  half  dollar  accounted 
for  all  but  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  silver  coinage  produced  at  the  branch  mint  before  the 
Civil  War.  As  a  final  comment,  it  should  be  noted  that  all  five  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
denominations  were  produced  during  only  three  years  at  the  New  Orleans  branch 
mint.  This  means  that  complete  sets  of  New  Orleans  Seated  coinage  are  available 
for  only  the  1850-O,  1859-0  and  1860-O  dates. 

New  Orleans  Gold  Coinage 

Table  2  is  a  listing  of  the  total  mintage  of  each  year  for  gold  United  States  coin- 
age struck  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  during  its  24  years  of  operation  before 
the  Civil  War.  The  table  shows  the  percentage  of  each  denomination  struck  at  the 
branch  mint  during  a  given  year.  The  table  also  shows  that  there  were  no  gold  coins 
struck  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  during  its  first  year  of  operation  in  1838.  The 
first  gold  coins  were  produced  at  the  branch  mint  in  1 839  with  the  striking  of  1 7,781 
quarter  eagles.  These  1839-0  quarter  eagles  represent  the  only  Classic  Head  gold 
coins  produced  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  and  the  only  gold  coins  of  this  era 
with  the  New  Orleans  mintmark  over  the  date  on  the  obverse.  The  production  of  gold 
coinage  increased  in  1840  with  the  striking  of  33,580  quarter  eagles  and  40,120  half 
eagles.  These  two  1 840  mintages  are  for  Coronet  Head  coins  with  new  obverse  and 
reverse  designs  and  the  New  Orleans  mintmark  on  the  reverse  between  the  eagle 
and  the  denomination  below.  Production  of  the  gold  eagle  had  been  suspended  by 
the  mint  in  1 805  but  this  denomination  was  introduced  again  at  the  Philadelphia  mint 
in  1 838  with  a  smaller  weight  and  a  smaller  diameter.  The  first  gold  eagle  coins  were 
struck  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  in  1 841  with  the  striking  of  2,500  Coronet  Head  1 841  - 
0  coins.  Interestingly,  these  were  the  only  gold  coins  produced  at  the  New  Orleans 
branch  mint  in  1841.  Some  sources  list  a  mintage  of  50  pieces  for  the  1841-0  half 
eagle  but  this  mintage  has  not  been  included  in  this  article  because  no  1841-0  half 
eagles  are  known  to  exist. 


1839-0  Quarter  Eagle 
The  first  gold  coin  struck  at  the  Branch  Mint  and  the  only  Classic  Head 
quarter  eagle  from  New  Orleans  with  an  obverse  mintmark. 
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The  production  of  gold  coinage  was  very  sporadic  at  tlie  New  Orleans  branch 
mint  during  its  24  years  of  operation  before  the  Civil  War.  The  largest  mintage  for  any 
one  year  was  the  1 ,057,000  pieces  produced  in  1 851 .  If  you  do  not  count  the  three 
dollar  gold  denomination  which  was  struck  in  New  Orleans  only  in  1854,  the  1851 
date  is  the  only  one  for  which  all  five  gold  denominations  from  the  gold  dollar  to  the 
double  eagle  were  struck  at  the  branch  mint.  This  makes  the  five  1851-0  coins  the 
only  complete  set  of  gold  coinage  from  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint. 

Some  unusual  patterns  for  the  production  of  gold  coinage  can  be  observed  by 
studying  the  figures  presented  in  Table  2.  Only  once  during  its  24  years  of  operation 
did  the  production  of  gold  coinage  exceed  one  million  and  in  only  ten  of  those  24 
years  did  gold  production  exceed  1 00,000  pieces.  Furthermore,  in  six  of  these  years 
the  production  of  gold  coinage  was  below  20,000  pieces. 

The  examination  of  individual  mintages  in  Table  2  shows  some  very  strange 
patterns  that  cannot  be  easily  explained.  Mintage  figures  exceeded  300,000  pieces 
only  four  times  for  gold  issues  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint,  exactly  once  for 
each  of  four  different  gold  denominations.  The  mintage  for  the  1 843-0  quarter  eagle 
was  364,002  pieces.  This  figure  is  more  than  double  the  mintage  for  any  other  New 
Orleans  quarter  eagle,  almost  57%  of  the  production  of  gold  coinage  for  the  year  and 
more  than  30%  of  all  of  the  quarter  eagles  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  before  the 
Civil  War.  The  mintage  for  the  1844-0  half  eagle  was  364,600  pieces.  This  figure  is 
more  than  three  times  the  mintage  for  any  other  New  Orleans  half  eagle,  more  than 
75%  of  the  production  of  gold  coinage  for  the  year  and  more  than  48%  of  all  of  the 
half  eagles  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  before  the  Civil  War.  The  mintage  for  the 
1847-0  eagle  was  571 ,500  pieces.  This  figure  is  more  than  double  the  mintage  for 
any  other  New  Orleans  eagle,  more  than  80%  of  the  production  of  gold  coinage  for 
the  year  and  more  than  35%  of  all  eagles  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  before  the 
Civil  War.  The  mintage  for  the  1 851  -0  double  eagle  was  31 5,000  pieces.  This  figure 
is  nearly  double  the  mintage  for  any  other  New  Orleans  double  eagle,  nearly  30%  of 
the  production  of  gold  coinage  for  the  year  and  nearly  38%  of  all  double  eagles  struck 
at  the  New  Orleans  mint  before  the  Civil  War.  I  do  not  have  access  to  any  historical 
documents  that  would  explain  why  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  would  occasionally 
strike  very  large  quantities  of  coinage  from  one  of  the  gold  denominations  that  was 
being  struck  at  the  branch  mint.  I  don't  have  any  real  explanation  as  to  why  300,000 
pieces  were  produced  once  each  for  the  quarter  eagle,  half  eagle,  eagle  and  double 
eagle  denominations  at  this  branch  mint  during  the  24  years  immediately  preceding 
the  Civil  War. 

The  eagle  denomination  was  introduced  atthe  New  Orleans  branch  mint  in  1 841  and 
then  struck  every  year  for  twenty  consecutive  years.  The  double  eagle  denomination 
was  introduced  in  1850  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  and  then  struck  for  twelve 
consecutive  years  until  the  mint  was  closed  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  in  1 861 . 
The  eagle  and  double  eagle  denominations  seem  to  be  the  priorities  for  the  striking 
of  gold  coinage  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint.  The  four  smaller  denominations 
were  produced  only  sporadically  at  the  branch  mint.  This  pattern  was  probably  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  branch  mints  were  striking  the  four 
smaller  gold  denominations  during  this  period  while  the  New  Orleans  mint  was  the 
only  branch  facility  striking  the  eagle  and  double  eagle  denominations  until  the  San 
Francisco  branch  mint  was  opened  in  1854.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  production 
of  gold  coinage  decreased  dramatically  at  the  New  Orleans  facility  after  the  San 
Francisco  branch  mint  was  opened  on  the  west  coast. 
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Table  2 

New  Orleans  Gold  Coinage,  1838  to  1861 
Mintages  as  Percent  of  Total 


Gold     Quarter  Three 


Date 

1838-0 

Dollar 

Eagle 

Dollars 

1839-0 

100.00 

1840-0 

45.56 

1841-0 

1 842-0 

31.13 

1 843-0 

56.85 

1 844-0 

1845-0 

4.32 

1 846-0 

30.73 

1847-0 

17.52 

1 848-0 

1 849-0 

90.00 

1 850-O 

4.72 

28.33 

1851-0 

27.44 

14.00 

1 852-0 

28.69 

28.69 

1 853-0 

70.39 

1 854-0 

54.89 

8.61 

1855-0 

59.72 

1856-0 

44.10 

- 

1857-0 

41.21 

1858-0 

1859-0 

1860-O 

1861-0 
Total 

Half 

Double 

Total 

Eagle 

Eagle 

Eagle 

Mintage 

17,781 

54.44 

73,700 

100.00 

2,500 

25.79 

43.08 

63,600 

15.79 

27.36 

640,239 

75.44 

24.56 

483,300 

44.33 

51.35 

92,500 

28.74 

40.53 

201,780 

1.70 

80.78 

707,500 

100.00 

35,850 

10.00 

238,900 

19.39 

47.56 

296,500 

3.88 

24.88 

29.80 

1 ,057,000 

3.69 

38.93 

488,000 

12.38 

17.23 

412,000 

16.50 

18.83 

1.17 

278,750 

12.05 

19.54 

8.69 

92,100 

20.90 

30.30 

4.70 

47,850 

15.76 

6.67 

36.36 

82,500 

36.20 

63.80 

55,250 

20.18 

79.82 

1 1 ,400 

62.71 

37.29 

17,700 

100.00 

17,741 

5,414,441 
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New  Orleans  Silver  and  Gold  Coinage 

Table  3  gives  the  total  mintage  for  silver  and  gold  coinage  combined  at  the  New 
Orleans  branch  mint  during  its  24  years  of  operation  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  The  table 
also  lists  the  number  of  different  denominations  struck  in  each  metal  during  each  year 
as  well  as  the  percentage  of  coinage  produced  in  each  metal  during  each  year.  It  is 
clear  that  most  of  the  coins  produced  at  the  branch  mint  were  struck  in  silver  and  all 
of  these  pieces  were  Liberty  Seated  coins  except  for  the  720,000  three  cent  pieces 
produced  in  1 851  and  the  1 78,996  Bust  half  dollars  struck  in  1 838  and  1 839.  This  table 
also  shows  that  gold  coinage  exceeded  1 0%  of  the  total  production  in  only  five  of  the 
24  years  of  operation  at  the  branch  mint.  Four  of  these  five  years  were  a  result  of  the 
sporadic  high  mintages  already  discussed  for  the  1843-0  quarter  eagle,  the  1844-0 
half  eagle,  the  1 847-0  eagle  and  the  1 851  -0  double  eagle.  The  highest  percentage 
for  gold  coinage  occurred  in  1852  with  a  figure  of  34.42%  of  the  yearly  production. 
The  gold  percentage  was  highest  in  this  year  not  because  of  an  excessive  mintage 
for  any  of  the  gold  denominations,  but  rather  because  of  reduced  mintages  for  the 
silver  coinage  in  this  year.  This  was  the  year  preceding  the  reduction  in  weight  for 
the  circulating  silver  coinage  from  the  half  dime  to  the  half  dollar.  Mintages  for  the 
silver  denominations  were  reduced  in  1852  because  speculators  often  melted  these 
coins  because  their  silver  content  was  worth  more  than  their  face  value. 

The  New  Orleans  branch  mint  struck  six  denominations  of  silver  coinage  and  six 
denominations  of  gold  coinage  in  the  years  before  the  Civil  War.  However  the  silver 
three  cent  piece  was  only  struck  in  1851  and  the  three  dollar  gold  piece  was  struck 
only  in  1854  at  the  branch  mint.  This  means  that  a  twelve  piece  set  of  branch  mint 
coins  cannot  be  completed  for  any  of  the  years  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  The  table  also 
shows  that  five  different  silver  coins  were  struck  during  the  four  years  1850,  1851, 
1859  and  1860.  For  these  years  the  Seated  dollar  was  not  struck  in  1851  and  the 
three  cent  piece  was  not  struck  in  the  other  three  years.  Only  two  silver  coins  were 
struck  in  the  four  years  1845,  1846,  1847  and  1848.  The  half  dollar  was  struck  dur- 
ing each  of  these  years  while  the  dime  was  also  struck  in  1 845,  the  Seated  dollar  in 
1 846,  the  quarter  in  1 847  and  the  half  dime  in  1 848.  Only  one  silver  coin  was  struck 
in  1 861 ,  this  being  the  half  dollar  that  is  a  highly  sought  after  issue  by  many  Seated 
collectors. 

No  gold  coins  were  struck  in  1838,  the  first  year  of  operation  at  the  New  Orleans 
branch  mint.  Only  one  denomination  of  gold  coinage  was  produced  during  four  dif- 
ferent years,  these  being  1839,  1841,  1848  and  1861.  The  first  gold  coin  struck  at 
the  new  branch  mint  was  the  quarter  eagle  which  was  struck  in  1839  and  the  only 
gold  issue  for  this  year.  The  eagle  denomination  was  struck  for  the  first  time  in  1 841 
and  the  only  gold  denomination  produced  in  this  year.  Interestingly  enough,  the  gold 
eagle  was  also  the  only  gold  denomination  struck  in  1 848  while  the  double  eagle  was 
the  only  gold  denomination  produced  in  1861 .  The  table  also  shows  that  five  gold 
denominations  were  produced  in  1851  and  1854.  The  three  dollar  gold  denomina- 
tion was  not  struck  in  1851  while  the  gold  dollar  was  not  struck  in  1854.  The  table 
also  shows  that  as  many  as  ten  denominations  of  coinage  were  struck  in  only  the 
one  year  of  1851 .  During  this  year  the  Seated  dollar  was  not  produced  among  the 
six  silver  denominations  while  the  three  dollar  gold  piece  was  not  produced  among 
the  six  gold  denominations.  The  table  shows  that  ten  is  the  largest  type  set  of  gold 
and  silver  coins  from  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  that  can  be  assembled  for  any 
one  year  of  operation. 
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Table  3 

New  Orleans  Silver  and  Gold  Coinage,  1838  to  1861 
Number  of  Denominations  Strucl<  and  Mintages  as  Percent  of  Total 


Silver 

Silver 

Gold 

Gold 

Total 

Date 

Coins 

Mintage 

Coins 

Mintage 

Mintage 

1838-0 

3 

100.00 

0 

0.00 

A~7C  r\CA 

47d,Uo4 

1839-0 

3 

99.30 

1 

0.70 

0  ceo 

1840-O 

4 

97.87 

2 

2.13 

0  AC  A  r\r\r\ 

3,464,000 

1841-0 

4 

99.93 

1 

0.07 

3,678,000 

1842-0 

4 

98.47 

3 

A   rr  0 

1 .53 

4,1 59,600 

1843-0 

3 

84.10 

3 

15.90 

4,0^D,^o9 

1 844-0 

3 

85.98 

2 

14.02 

3,448,300 

1 845-0 

2 

96.17 

3 

3.83 

2,416,500 

1 846-0 

2 

92.13 

3 

7.87 

2,564,780 

1 847-0 

2 

80.67 

3 

A  r\  0  0 

19.33 

3,659,500 

1 848-0 

2 

99.06 

1 

0.94 

3,815,850 

1 849-0 

4 

92.05 

2 

7.95 

3,004,900 

1 850-O 

5 

93.24 

4 

6.76 

4,388,500 

1851-0 

5 

70.03 

5 

29.97 

3,527,000 

1852-0 

4 

65.58 

4 

34.42 

1 ,418,000 

1853-0 

4 

93.69 

3 

6.31 

6,532,000 

1 854-0 

4 

97.30 

5 

2.70 

10,332,750 

1 855-0 

3 

97.98 

4 

2.02 

4,556,100 

1 856-0 

4 

99.20 

4 

0.80 

5,953,850 

1 857-0 

4 

98.35 

4 

1 .65 

5,000,500 

1858-0 

4 

99.44 

2 

0.56 

9.819,250 

1859-0 

5 

99.75 

2 

0.25 

4,505,400 

1860-O 

5 

99.47 

2 

0.53 

3,310,700 

1861-0 

1 

99.30 

1 

0.70 

2,550,374 

Total 

99,161,943 
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The  smallest  mintage  for  the  24  years  of  operation  at  the  New  Orleans  branch 
mint  was  the  476,054  pieces  struck  in  1838,  the  first  year  of  production  at  the  facil- 
ity. Mintage  totals  were  very  stable  for  the  next  thirteen  years,  ranging  from  a  low  of 
2.4  million  pieces  in  1 845  to  a  high  of  4.4  million  pieces  in  1 850.  The  seven  highest 
mintage  years  were  during  the  seven  year  period  from  1 853  to  1 859  ranging  from  a 
low  of  4.5  million  pieces  in  1 859  to  a  high  of  1 0.3  million  pieces  in  1 854. 

New  Orleans  Silver  Coinage  by  Denomination 

Table  4  is  a  listing  of  the  silver  coinage  produced  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint 
broken  down  by  denomination.  The  table  also  lists  the  number  of  years  that  each 
silver  denomination  was  produced  at  the  facility  as  well  as  the  percentage  of  total 
mintage  for  each  of  the  silver  denominations.  The  table  shows  that  the  half  dollar 
had  by  far  the  highest  mintage  for  silver  coinage,  accounting  for  53.15%  of  the  silver 
coins  produced  at  the  New  Orleans  facility  during  its  24  years  of  operation.  The  half 
dollar  was  the  largest  circulating  silver  coin  of  this  period  and  seemed  to  be  a  priority 
at  the  branch  mint  with  mintages  exceeding  one  million  pieces  during  16  of  its  24 
years  of  operation.  The  half  dime,  dime  and  quarter  denominations  were  struck  in 
at  least  75%  of  the  24  years  that  the  New  Orleans  mint  was  in  operation  before  the 
Civil  War  with  each  denomination  accounting  for  roughly  a  sixth  of  the  total  mintage 
of  silver  coinage  at  the  facility.  The  three  cent  piece  and  the  Seated  dollar  had  very 
small  mintages  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  with  each  denomination  accounting 
for  only  about  one  percent  of  the  total  silver  production  at  the  facility.  The  total  date 
set  of  silver  New  Orleans  coins  for  this  24  year  period  before  the  Civil  War  would  be 
84  pieces.  This  total  represents  only  one  coin  of  each  denomination  for  each  year 
that  the  denomination  was  produced  at  the  branch  mint.  That  is,  this  total  does  not 
include  large  and  small  dates,  large  and  small  reverse  letters,  mintmark  size  or  style 
differences  and  with  and  without  arrows  varieties. 


Table  4 

New  Orleans  Silver  Coinage,  1838  to  1861 
Mintage  by  Denomination  as  Percent  of  Total 


Years 

Total 

Percent 

Denomination 

Struck 

Mintage 

of  Total 

Three  Cents 

1 

720,000 

0.77 

Half  Dime 

19 

16,254,039 

17.34 

Dime 

18 

15,351,534 

16.37 

Quarter 

18 

10,626,200 

11.33 

Half  Dollar 

24 

49.821,729 

53.15 

Seated  Dollar 

4 

974,000 

1.04 

Total 

84 

93,747,502 

100.00 
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New  Orleans  Gold  Coinage  by  Denomination 


Table  5  is  a  listing  of  the  gold  coinage  produced  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint 
broken  down  by  denomination.  The  table  also  lists  the  number  of  years  that  each 
gold  denomination  was  produced  at  the  facility  as  well  as  the  percentage  of  total 
mintage  for  each  gold  denomination.  The  eagle  and  double  eagle  denominations 
appear  to  have  been  the  priority  denominations  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint 
during  its  24  years  of  operation  before  the  Civil  War.  The  eagle  denomination  was 
introduced  in  1841  and  examples  were  struck  during  each  of  the  next  20  years  that 
the  facility  was  in  operation.  The  total  mintage  for  this  denomination  of  1.6  million 
pieces  represents  almost  30%  of  the  gold  coins  produced  at  the  branch  mint.  The 
double  eagle  denomination  was  introduced  in  1850  and  struck  for  12  consecutive 
years.  The  total  of  0.8  million  pieces  represents  only  about  15%  of  the  gold  coins 
struck  at  the  facility  but  this  denomination  was  not  authorized  for  coinage  by  the 
United  States  until  1849.  The  total  mintage  for  the  double  eagle  was  just  over  half 
of  the  production  for  the  eagle  in  20  years.  This  is,  the  yearly  average  production 
for  the  gold  eagle  is  only  about  10,000  higher  than  the  average  production  for  the 
gold  double  eagle  during  their  production  runs.  The  quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle 
denominations  were  produced  sporadically  during  only  about  half  or  the  24  years 
that  the  New  Orleans  facility  was  in  operation.  Their  mintage  totals  represent  a  sig- 
nificant percentage  of  gold  coinage  but  these  totals  are  inflated  by  sporadic  large 
mintages  for  a  few  years.  The  gold  dollar  was  struck  during  six  different  years  but 
nearly  80%  of  its  one  million  total  pieces  were  produced  in  only  three  different  years, 
these  being  1849,  1851  and  1853.  The  three  dollar  gold  piece  was  struck  only  dur- 
ing 1854  and  its  24,000  mintage  represents  only  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  gold  coinage 
produced  at  this  facility. 

The  total  date  set  of  New  Orleans  gold  coinage  would  contain  64  pieces.  Like  in  the 
silver  date  set,  this  figure  represents  only  one  coin  for  each  year  that  a  denomination 
was  produced  at  the  branch  mint.  The  total  does  not  include  large  and  small  dates, 
large  and  small  letters  reverses  and  differences  in  mintmark  size  or  style. 


Table  5 

New  Orleans  Gold  Coinage,  1838  to  1861 
Mintage  by  Denomination  as  Percent  of  Total 

Years  Total  I 


Percent 
of  Total 


Denomination  Struck  Mintage 

Gold  Dollar  6  1 ,004,000 

Quarter  Eagle  13  1,205,263 

Three  Dollar  Gold  1  24,000 

Half  Eagle  12  754,295 

Eagle  20  1 ,597,692 

Double  Eagle  12  829,191 

Total  64  5,414,441 


100.00 


29.51 


22.26 


15.32 


13.93 


18.54 


0.44 
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New  Orleans  Coinage  by  Metal 

Table  6  is  a  listing  of  the  coinage  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  by  metal 
along  with  the  total  production  for  each  type  and  the  number  of  issues  struck  of  each 
type.  This  table  shows  that  93,747,502  silver  coins  were  produced  at  the  branch 
mint  before  the  Civil  War.  Subtracting  out  the  720,000  three  cent  pieces  struck  at 
the  branch  mint  in  1 851  as  well  as  the  1 78,996  Bust  half  dollars  struck  at  the  branch 
mint  in  1 838  and  1 839,  we  are  left  with  a  total  of  92,848,506  Liberty  Seated  coins  of 
five  different  denominations  from  half  dimes  to  Seated  dollars  that  were  struck  at  the 
branch  mint  before  its  closing  in  1861 .  With  a  total  mintage  of  99,161 ,943  pieces  in 
both  gold  and  silver  for  the  period  before  the  Civil  War,  a  calculation  indicates  that 
93.63%  of  the  coins  struck  at  the  branch  mint  during  this  period  were  Liberty  Seated 
coins.  This  figure  implies  that  the  ovenwhelming  majority  of  coins  produced  at  the 
New  Orleans  branch  mint  were  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  during  its  24  years  of 
operation  in  the  south  before  the  Civil  War. 


Table  6 

New  Orleans  Coinage,  1838  to  1861 
Mintage  by  Type  as  Percent  of  Total 


Type 
of  Coinage 

Number 
of  Issues 

Total 
Mintage 

Percent 
of  Total 

Silver 

84 

93,747,502 

94.54 

Gold 

64 

5,414,441 

5.46 

Total 

148 

99,161,943 

100.00 

1846-0  Seated  Dollar 
One  of  only  two  silver  coins  struck  at  the  Branch  Mint  in  1846. 
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With  a  total  of  only  5,414,441  gold  coins  produced  at  the  branch  mint  over  a  24 
year  period,  it  can  be  seen  that  the  branch  mint  was  almost  exclusively  dedicated 
to  producing  circulating  silver  coins  for  the  southern  states  during  the  middle  years 
of  the  19"'  century. 

The  table  shows  that  a  date  set  of  New  Orleans  coins  for  this  period  not  includ- 
ing varieties  would  consist  of  84  silver  coins  from  six  denominations  as  well  as  64 
gold  coins  from  six  additional  denominations.  Such  a  set  would  be  very  difficult  to 
complete  because  of  three  great  rarities  within  the  set.  These  would  be  the  1838-0 
half  dollar  in  the  silver  series  and  the  1854-0  and  1856-0  double  eagles  in  the  gold 
series.  A  nice  circulated  example  for  any  of  these  three  rarities  would  cost  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  While  there  are  only  three  known  examples  of  the  1 853-0 
No  Arrows  half  dollar,  an  example  of  this  rarity  would  not  be  required  for  the  date  set 
because  of  the  availability  of  the  1853-0  With  Arrows  and  Rays  half  dollar. 

The  Branch  Mint  legislation  approved  by  congress  and  signed  by  President 
Jackson  on  March  3,  1835  provided  for  the  establishment  of  three  branch  mints. 
The  mints  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina  and  Dahlonega,  Georgia  were  established  to 
bring  into  circulation  ore  from  the  mines  in  southern  Appalachia.  These  two  branch 
mints  struck  gold  coinage  from  1 838  to  1 861 ,  the  same  24  year  period  during  which 
the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  was  producing  coinage.  However,  these  two  branch 
mints  struck  coinage  from  only  the  four  smallest  gold  denominations,  the  gold 
dollar,  quarter  eagle,  three  dollar  gold  piece  and  half  eagle.  This  implies  that  from 
1 838  to  1 854  when  the  branch  mint  in  San  Francisco  was  opened,  the  New  Orleans 
branch  mint  was  the  only  branch  facility  that  struck  the  six  different  denominations 
in  the  silver  series  as  well  as  the  eagle  and  double  eagle  denominations  in  the  gold 
series.  Earlier  in  this  article  it  was  shown  that  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  showed 
a  preference  for  the  eagle  and  double  eagle  denominations  within  the  gold  series. 
This  would  be  understandable  since  New  Orleans  was  the  only  branch  mint  facility 
producing  coins  of  these  denominations. 


1855-0  Gold  Eagle 
One  of  the  low  mintage  eagle  coins  struck  at  the  Branch  Mint  during  the 
years  immediately  preceding  the  Civil  War. 
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Small  Denomination  Gold  Coinage  from  the  Three  Southern  Branch  Mints 

Table  7  is  a  listing  of  the  gold  coinage  produced  at  the  three  southern  branch  mints 
for  the  24  years  from  1 838  to  1 861  that  includes  only  the  four  smaller  gold  denomina- 
tions that  were  struck  at  all  three  branch  facilities.  The  table  lists  the  total  mintages 
for  the  four  denominations  as  well  as  the  percentage  of  the  total  mintage  for  each  of 
the  four  denominations.  The  table  clearly  shows  that  the  half  eagle  dominated  the 
production  of  gold  coinage  at  both  the  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  branch  mints.  The 
quarter  eagle  had  the  next  highest  percentage  for  both  of  these  branch  mints  and  the 
two  denominations  together  accounted  for  over  90%  of  the  gold  coinage  struck  at 
these  facilities.  The  production  patterns  seem  quite  different  for  these  four  denomina- 
tions at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint.  In  New  Orleans  the  half  eagle  accounted  for 
only  25%  of  the  total  production  for  these  four  denominations  and  ranked  only  third 
behind  the  quarter  eagle  and  gold  dollar  in  production  totals  at  this  facility.  Clearly 
the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  had  different  production  objectives  than  did  the  other 
two  southern  branch  mints.  The  table  also  shows  that  the  total  mintage  for  these  four 
denominations  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  was  more  than  the  total  mintage  for  these 
denominations  at  the  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  mints  combined.  If  you  include  the 
mintage  for  the  eagle  and  double  eagle  denominations  at  the  New  Orleans  mint,  the 
total  gold  mintage  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  of  5,41 4,441  pieces  is  more  than 
double  the  total  mintage  at  the  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  branch  mints  combined. 
When  you  consider  that  the  gold  coinage  produced  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint 
represented  only  5.46%  of  the  total  mintage  produced  at  the  facility,  it  is  clear  that 
New  Orleans  dominated  coinage  production  at  the  southern  branch  mints  during 
the  middle  of  the  19'^  century. 

Southern  Branch  Mint  Gold  Coinage  by  Denomination 

Table  8  is  a  listing  of  the  gold  coinage  produced  for  the  gold  denominations  from 
gold  dollars  to  the  half  eagle  at  the  three  southern  branch  mints  for  the  24  years 
from  1 838  to  1 861 .  This  table  lists  the  total  mintages  for  each  of  the  denominations 
as  well  as  the  number  of  years  that  each  of  the  denominations  was  produced  at 
the  three  branch  mints.  The  table  indicates  that  49.14%  of  the  total  mintage  of  the 
four  denominations  was  for  the  half  eagle.  The  table  also  shows  that  the  half  eagle 


Table  7 

Southern  Branch  Mint  Gold  Coinage,  1838  to  1861 
Gold  Dollars  to  Half  Eagles 
Mintage  by  Denomination  as  Percent  of  Total 


Gold 

Quarter 

Three 

Half 

Total 

Branch  Mint 

Dollar 

Eagle 

Dollars 

Eagle 

Mintage 

Charlotte 

9.03 

18.39 

0.00 

72.58 

1 ,207,988 

Dahlonega 

5.25 

14.33 

0.08 

80.34 

1,380,757 

New  Orleans 

33.61 

40.34 

0.80 

25.25 

2,987,558 

Total  5,576,303 
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denomination  was  a  priority  at  both  the  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  branch  mints  with 
coins  of  this  denomination  produced  every  year  that  the  two  branch  mints  were  in 
operation.  The  Dahlonega  branch  mint  produced  the  half  eagle  denomination  dur- 
ing each  of  the  24  years  that  it  was  striking  coins  from  1838  to  1861 .  Likewise,  the 
Charlotte  branch  mint  produced  this  denomination  during  23  different  years  from 
1838  to  1861.  No  half  eagles  were  produced  at  the  Charlotte  branch  mint  in  1845 
because  there  was  a  disastrous  fire  at  the  facility  on  July  27,  1844  that  completely 
destroyed  the  building.  The  branch  mint  was  rebuilt  but  coinage  was  not  struck  again 
at  the  facility  until  October  1846.  This  means  that  there  was  no  coinage  struck  at 
the  Charlotte  branch  mint  in  1845  while  this  facility  was  being  rebuilt.  While  the  half 
eagle  was  produced  at  the  Charlotte  and  the  Dahlonega  branch  mints  every  year 
they  were  open  during  this  period,  this  denomination  was  struck  only  sporadically 
at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint.  Half  eagles  were  produced  at  the  New  Orleans 
branch  mint  only  in  the  twelve  years  of  1840,  1842,  1843,  1844,  1845,  1846,  1847, 
1 851 ,  1 854,  1 855,  1 856  and  1 857.  I  do  not  have  documentation  that  would  explain 
why  half  eagles  were  produced  only  half  the  time  in  New  Orleans  except  to  indicate 
that  this  facility  also  struck  eagle  and  double  eagle  coins  on  a  regular  basis  while 
the  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  branch  mints  were  restricted  to  the  coinage  of  the  four 
smaller  gold  denominations. 

The  quarter  eagle  denomination  had  the  second  highest  mintage  at  the  three 
southern  branch  mints  while  accounting  for  29.15%  of  the  gold  coins  produced  for 
the  four  smaller  gold  denominations.  The  quarter  eagle  denomination  was  produced 
during  1 9  of  the  23  years  of  operation  at  the  Charlotte  branch  mint.  No  quarter  eagles 
were  produced  at  the  Charlotte  branch  mint  during  1845  due  to  the  destructive  fire, 
and  in  1853,  1857,  1859  and  1861.  Quarter  eagles  were  struck  at  the  Dahlonega 
branch  mint  during  20  of  its  24  years  of  operation.  No  quarter  eagles  were  struck 
at  the  Dahlonega  branch  mint  during  its  first  year  of  operation  in  1838,  and  in  1858, 
1860  and  1861.  The  pattern  seems  to  suggest  that  the  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega 
branch  mints  alternated  the  striking  of  the  quarter  eagle  over  the  four  year  period 
from  1857  to  1860. 


Table  8 

Southern  Branch  Mint  Gold  Coinage,  1838  to  1861 
Gold  Dollars  to  Half  Eagles 
Years  Struck  by  Denomination  and  Mintage  as  Percent  of  Total 


Denomination 

Charlotte  Dahlonega 

New 
Orleans 

Total 
Mintage 

Percent 
of  Total 

Gold  Dollar 

8 

13 

6 

1,185,667 

21.26 

Quarter  Eagle 

19 

20 

13 

1 ,625,248 

29.15 

Three  Dollar  Gold 

0 

1 

1 

25,120 

0.45 

Half  Eagle 

23 

24 

12 

2,740,268 

49.14 

Total 

50 

58 

32 

5,576,303 

100.00 
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The  quarter  eagle  was  produced  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  only  sporadically 
during  its  24  years  of  operation.  No  New  Orleans  quarter  eagles  were  struck  in  1 838, 
1 841 , 1 844,  1 848,  1 849,  1 853,  1 855,  1 858, 1 859, 1 860  and  1 861 .  It  should  be  noted 
that  while  no  quarter  eagle  coins  were  produced  at  any  of  the  three  southern  branch 
nnints  in  1861 ,  this  denomination  was  produced  at  the  new  western  branch  mint  in 
San  Francisco  during  this  year 

The  gold  dollar  had  the  third  highest  mintage  at  the  three  southern  branch  mints 
while  accounting  for  21.26%  of  the  gold  coins  produced  for  the  four  smaller  gold 
denominations.  The  gold  dollar  was  introduced  by  the  United  States  government 
in  1849  and  was  produced  during  each  of  the  13  years  from  1849  to  1861  at  the 
Dahlonega  branch  mint.  This  denomination  was  produced  during  eight  of  these 
13  years  at  the  Charlotte  branch  mint  with  gold  dollars  produced  at  the  Charlotte 
branch  mint  in  1 849,  1 850,  1 851 ,  1 852,  1 853, 1 855,  1 857  and  1 859.  One  interesting 
observation  is  that  at  least  one  of  the  two  smallest  gold  denominations  was  struck 
at  the  Charlotte  branch  mint  every  year  from  1849  to  1860. 

Finally,  the  three  dollar  denomination  was  never  struck  at  the  Charlotte  branch 
mint  and  only  during  1854  at  the  Dahlonega  and  New  Orleans  branch  mints.  This 
denomination  accounted  for  less  than  0.5%  of  the  smaller  gold  coins  produced  at 
the  three  southern  branch  mints  and  was  only  produced  in  small  numbers  at  these 
facilities.  However  this  denomination  was  produced  at  the  new  western  branch  mint 
in  San  Francisco  in  1855,  1856,  1857  and  1860. 

The  purpose  of  this  article  was  to  present  mintage  records  of  United  States  gold 
and  silver  coinage  produced  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint  for  the  period  of  24  years 
from  1 838  to  1 861 .  The  mintages  listed  for  the  twelve  denominations  of  United  States 
coinage  struck  during  this  period  provide  a  record  of  what  was  actually  produced 
at  this  southern  branch  mint  during  the  middle  of  the  19'^  century.  Unfortunately, 
my  expertise  is  limited  to  the  presentation  of  data  summaries  that  will  illustrate 
production  patterns  of  United  States  coinage  at  this  facility.  I  will  admit  that  I  have  not 


1852-0  Half  Dollar 
A  low  mintage  Branch  Mint  half  dollar  that  was  struck  the  year  before  the 
weight  of  silver  coinage  from  the  half  dime  to  the  half  dollar  was  reduced. 
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had  an  opportunity  to  do  enough  historical  research  to  explain  most  of  the  minting 
patterns  that  I  have  presented.  I  would  therefore  be  delighted  to  publish  historical 
documentation  from  correspondences  between  mint  officials  that  would  explain 
any  of  the  data  patterns  that  I  have  presented  in  this  article.  Historical  information 
presented  by  club  members  in  support  of  the  mintage  data  presented  in  this  article 
will  be  published  in  a  future  issue  of  the  journal. 
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1861-0  Half  Dollar 

The  last  silver  coin  struck  at  the  Branch  Mint  before  it  was  closed  just  prior  to 

the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  in  1861. 
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Discussion  Topics  for  LSCC  Price  Guide 


A  proposal  was  presented  in  Issue  #11 3  of  the  journal  describing  the  need  for  a 
reliable  price  guide  of  Liberty  Seated  varieties.  Many  club  members  have  found  that 
it  is  difficult  to  establish  a  fair  price  for  the  purchase  of  many  Liberty  Seated  varieties 
because  prices  for  most  of  these  varieties  are  not  listed  in  the  standard  price  guides. 
Without  a  reliable  price  guide  it  is  difficult  for  the  collector  to  know  if  he  is  over  paying 
for  an  example  of  a  specific  variety  of  interest.  Many  Seated  varieties  have  limited 
demand  so  dealers  are  often  reluctant  to  stock  them  for  fear  that  it  may  take  months 
or  possibly  years  before  a  buyer  is  found.  A  reliable  price  guide  would  also  make 
it  easier  for  dealers  to  trade  varieties  among  themselves  in  the  search  for  a  buyer 
of  individual  coins.  This  article  has  been  prepared  to  present  ideas  for  discussion 
of  a  proposed  LSCC  Price  Guide  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  club  during  the  ANA 
Convention  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  on  August  9,  2012. 

John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 

I  believe  that  it  would  be  a  daunting  task  to  properly  determine  a  value  for  the 
hundreds  of  varieties  in  multiple  grades  that  have  been  identified  for  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  initially  a  premium  for  each  variety  be  determined 
as  a  percentage  increase  in  the  listed  value  of  the  most  common  variety  for  its  date. 
This  premium  could  then  be  added  to  the  listed  value  for  the  date  at  each  grade  level. 
Obviously  there  will  be  exceptions  for  extreme  grade  rarities,  but  these  exceptions 
could  be  handled  on  a  coin  by  coin  basis.  I  believe  that  this  premium  system  will 
work  reasonably  well  for  the  vast  majority  of  varieties  and  would  be  a  good  starting 
point  for  a  price  guide  with  multiple  grades. 

Bob  Muzzi 
LSCC  #1725 


I  believe  that  initially  an  LSCC  price  guide  for  varieties  should  be  posted  on  line 
so  that  it  would  be  available  to  all  collectors  interested  in  studying  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  I  agree  that  it  would  be  a  difficult  task  to  provide  prices  for  all  varieties 
in  multiple  grades  and  would  suggest  that  categories  be  identified  and  priorities 
established  in  the  creation  and  expansion  of  the  price  guide  over  time.  Some  of 
these  variety  categories  for  the  LSCC  Price  Guide  without  regard  to  order  could 
be  as  follows:  1)  Repunched  Date  varieties,  2)  Misplaced  Date  varieties,  3)  Hub 
Varieties  such  as  Type  1  and  Type  2  Obverse  and  Reverse  varieties,  4)  Mintmark 
Size  varieties,  5)  Large  and  Small  Arrows  varieties,  6)  Varieties  with  Cuds,  7)  Rotated 
Reverse  varieties,  8)  Doubled  Date  varieties,  9)  Recut  Date  varieties,  10)  Off  Center 
strikes.  The  importance  of  these  suggested  variety  categories  could  be  a  subject  for 
discussion  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  August  2012. 

Peter  Cimarelli 
LSCC  #1977 
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LSCC  Annual  Meeting 


The  39'*^  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  201 2  World's 
Fair  of  Money  that  will  be  held  at  the  Pennsylvania  Convention  Center  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania  from  August  7-1 1 , 201 2.  The  club  meeting  has  been  scheduled  for  9:00 
am  on  Thursday  August  9"^  at  the  Pennsylvania  Convention  Center.  The  location  of  the 
meeting  will  be  listed  in  the  convention  program.  There  will  be  an  announcement  of 
the  results  of  this  year's  election  of  officers,  a  financial  report  for  the  current  club  year 
by  the  Club  Secretary-Treasurer,  a  vote  to  set  dues  for  the  next  club  year  and  a  report 
on  the  work  that  is  being  done  on  the  new  Collective  Volume  Number  Six.  There  will 
be  an  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame  induction  ceremony  for  newly  selected  members  to  this 
prestigious  group,  Len  Augsburger  will  be  presented  with  his  201 1  Ahwash  Award 
plaque  for  his  article  "  Eugene  H.  Gardner:  Liberty  Seated  Collections  of  a  Lifetime" 
that  appeared  in  Issue  #110  of  the  journal  and  Bill  Bugert  will  provide  information 
on  the  progress  of  his  research  for  his  new  reference  book  describing  Seated  half 
dollar  die  marriages  from  the  later  years  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint.  You  will 
not  want  to  miss  this  important  event! 

Other  club  business  will  also  be  presented  at  the  meeting.  There  will  be  a  discus- 
sion on  a  proposal  for  the  creation  of  an  LSCC  Price  Guide  for  specialized  categories 
of  Liberty  Seated  coinage,  a  discussion  on  a  proposal  to  appoint  a  club  historian,  a 
report  on  the  survey  to  identify  the  Ten  Greatest  Seated  Half  Dollars  that  was  con- 
ducted during  May  201 2  and  a  discussion  on  a  club  survey  of  Liberty  Seated  Quarter 
Top  25  Variety  Sets.  Copies  of  Collective  Volume  Number  Five  will  be  available  for 
inspection  and  purchase  at  the  meeting.  The  LSCC  Annual  Meeting  will  close  with 
a  club  auction  of  several  important  numismatic  items.  Please  try  to  attend. 

The  Editor 

Color  Photographs  Needed  for  Journal  Cover 

Each  year  the  club  selects  color  photographs  of  a  Liberty  Seated  coin  to  run  on 
the  cover  of  three  consecutive  issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  beginning  with  the 
November  issue.  The  cover  photographs  that  will  be  used  for  the  club  year  from 
September  201 2  to  August  201 3  have  not  yet  been  selected!  Any  club  member  with 
quality  color  photographs  of  a  beautiful  Liberty  Seated  coin  is  invited  to  submit  them 
for  consideration  as  the  cover  pictures  for  next  year. 

The  ideal  color  pictures  would  have  light  rainbow  toning  that  runs  from  yellow  to 
red  to  blue  on  various  parts  of  the  coin.  Light  to  moderate  toning  is  preferable  because 
darkertoning  tends  to  obscure  somefeatures  of  the  design  and  frequently  detracts  from 
the  quality  of  the  image.  No  preference  will  be  given  as  to  date,  rarity  or  denomination 
of  the  coin  to  be  used  on  the  cover.  The  main  objective  is  to  present  an  attractive  cover 
image  that  will  enhance  the  quality  of  the  publication  for  the  coming  year. 

Any  member  submitting  photographs  for  possible  use  on  the  cover  is  invited  to 
include  a  couple  of  paragraphs  describing  key  features  of  the  coin,  its  grade  and 
its  auction  appearances  for  inclusion  in  the  November  2012  issue  of  the  journal. 
Digital  images  submitted  for  consideration  as  cover  photographs  should  be  sent  to 
my  email  address  at:  mcclosjw@udayton.edu 

The  Editor 
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Third  Edition  of  Coin  Chemistry  Reference  Book 

Available 


Weimar  W.  White  has  announced  that  the  third  edition  of  his  popular 
reference  book  Coin  Chemistry  Including  Preservation  and  Cleaning  is  now 
available  for  purchase  by  interested  collectors.  This  new  volume  includes  all 
of  the  excellent  articles  that  appeared  in  the  earlier  editions  of  this  reference 
book  plus  three  additional  articles  that  were  not  yet  available  when  the  Second 
Edition  was  published  in  2006.  This  new  edition  includes  two  articles  reprinted 
from  Numismatic  News  and  another  from  Curry's  Chronicle  that  were  published 
within  the  last  five  years. 

This  new  paper  back  volume  contains  99  pages  of  articles  describing  the 
effects  of  toning  on  the  surface  of  United  States  coinage  and  indicates  how  to 
properly  conserve  coins  whose  surfaces  have  turned  ugly  from  exposure  to 
corrosive  elements  in  the  atmosphere  over  an  extended  period  of  time.  The 
author  presents  examples  showing  the  damage  that  can  be  done  to  the  surface 
of  valuable  coins  when  abrasive  cleaning  methods  are  used  in  a  misguided 
effort  to  restore  a  coin  to  its  original  state  as  minted. 

The  author  makes  it  very  clear  that  for  silver  coinage  toning  is  produced  from  a 
reaction  between  silver  and  a  wide  range  of  gaseous  or  solid  sulfur  compounds. 
Over  time  silver  coins  develop  a  visible  surface  film  of  metal  oxide.  A  yellow  color 
identifies  the  thinnest  film  while  the  thickest  film  is  black.  Golden,  red,  purple 
and  blue  films  lie  between  yellow  and  black.  That  beautiful  golden  or  red  film 
will  turn  to  black  if  the  coin  continues  to  be  exposed  to  sulfur  contaminants.  It 
is  therefore  important  to  protect  valuable  numismatic  properties  from  further 
exposure  to  destructive  contaminants  in  the  atmosphere. 

A  copy  of  the  Third  Edition  of  the  Coin  Chemistry  reference  book  by  Weimar 
W.  White  can  be  purchased  for  $12.95  including  shipping  from  the  publisher 
Dave  Aultman  at: 

ASM  Publishing 
106  Cobblestone  Court  Dr.,  No.  323 
Victor,  New  York  14564 

Mr.  Aultman  can  also  be  reached  in  his  office  at  ASM  Publishing  by  telephone 
during  business  hours  at  1-585-924-4250  extension  300  or  toll  free  at  1-800- 
932-4557  extension  300. 

The  Editor 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


Liberty  Seited  Collectors  Cl«R 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 
CITY   


STATE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $20.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  nnail  with  $20.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  6114 

Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061  ^ 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  wlien  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  chiange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1841-0  WB-1  Half  Dollar  Graded  PCGS  MS-63 
The  Ellasberg  Specimen 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


